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JIMTHE SWEEP

FOR ALLYOUR
CHIMNEY SWEEPING NEEDS

ALLTYPES OF FIREPLACE AND
CHIMNEY SWEPT

OPEN FIRES, LOG BURNERS,
STOVES AND INGLENOOKS

EVENING AND WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

INSURANCE CERTIFICATE
PROVIDED

WEDDINGS ATTENDED

INSTITUTE OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS
REGISTERED SWEEP
MILL LANE, CAMPTON, BEDFORDSHIRE

TELEPHONE: 07891 306566

Dog Grooming

CONTACT

07795067357

*Bath and Pamper
*Full Grooms
*Puppy Grooms
*Nail Clipping
*Teeth Cleaning
*Fully Insured
Unit 9 Rectory Farm Business Centre Upper
%% Stondon |

Heather Walkley

Clinical Hypnotherapist

BSc Hon's Psychology
DCH, DHE MNCH acc
GHR reg

Do YOU suffer from Fears, Phobias. Anxiety, Lack of
confidence.
Do YOU want to free yourself from unwanted habits.

Then take the first step in gaining control of YOUR life.

Appointments available via Zoom

Call: 07907 211940
Email: info@heatherwalkley.co.uk
www.heatherwalkley.co.uk

Seasoned
Hardwood Logs

Bulk & barrow bags
available.

Meppershall based.

Free delivery within 20
miles of Hitchin.

Delivery can be made to
woodstore/shed.

Call Patrick Sinclair

Mobile: 07870396007

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




TJ PLUMBING
SHEFFORD Ltd

®) 07976 310574 (=) info@tjps.co.uk

Boilers, Heating & Powerflushing...
Get in touch with Emma or Terry
on 01462 860043 for a free quote

We provide the full range of plumbing
and heating services to customers across
Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire

www see our new website www.tjps.co.u

0%

worcsrr | @ Boscr (L Finance

Terms & Conditions Apply

Independent Financiol Advict provided by \"DGS

CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Who are we?

We are Chartered Financial Planners At DGS our decisions are based on what is Our aim for the future is to continue to grow
providing independent financial advice to best for our clients. We do not sell our business by offering our clients a first
both the public and business community. As products, we build solutions. By getting to class financial advice service that is tailored
a Chartered firm we have to demonstrate know you, understanding your needs and to their individual needs. Whatever your
our professional commitment to raising goals we are able to implement a plan to requirements; whether you are looking to
standards of knowledge, capability and help you achieve them. We view the obtain capital growth on your investments
ethical practice. We use this knowledge and relationship with our clients as long term, and pension funds, or a regular income to
skill to deliver the highest quality of advice, maintaining reqular contact, reviewing sustain you in retirement, the advisers at DGS
placing our client’s interests at the heart of and adapting our advice as our clients are here to help you in every way they can.
what we do. Our clients always come first. ~ circumstances change.

For a FREE financial health check contact

J Savings & Investments ™ ruiswwto-vemernilies o INNeritance Tax Planning
Chartered Financial Planner

J Employee Benefits 07834 499595  Mor tgages

or e-mail ps@dgsifa.com

J Re‘tiremen‘t PI anning DGS Independent Financial Advisers Limited, J Protection

6 Parkway, Porters Woad, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL3 6PA

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Shefford Building Supplies Ltd

All your buildinf & D.LY requirements un-
) er one roof.

Key cutting, paint mixing, timber & sheet
materials cut to size,
ironmongery,
domestic, electrical
and much, much more.

Free local delivery
TEL: 01462 813381 FAX :01462 811754

44 High street, Shefford,
Bedfordshire SG17 5SD

www.sheffordbuildingsupplies.co.uk
info@sheffordbuildingsupplies.co.uk

Engraving, Trophies & Occa-
sions

Trophies, medals, plaques, house
signs, glass engraving,
safety signs
and giftware.

All engraving work
undertaken
Fast turn around
Competitive prices

www.engravingsuk.com
engravingoccasions@live.co.uk

OPTICIANS

Monday - Friday 2.00 - 5.30 «
Saturday 9.00- 12.00

14a Clifton Road, Shefford,
SGI17 5AE

Independent Family Business established over 35years

Eye Examinations » Contact Lenses
Ocular Coherence Tomography with Retinal Photography

Free NHS Eye Examinations & Free Children Spectacles (conditions apply)

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Editorial by Mick Ridley and James Read

We hope Easter brings you some rest and relaxation if
you are lucky enough to have stayed busy with work in
recent months. If your work has been affected by
COVID and the lockdown, let’s hope Easter brings

more of our our slow and steady emergence from the
ravages of the virus — bringing some normality back.

This month’s edition of the magazine is a reminder of all the great work on behalf of
the community by so many people and organisations. The Meppershall GNOMES
having been helping out and supporting people all through the past year. Our Parish
Council will hold its Annual Meeting on 26 April and provides important information
about a troubling housing development appeal. Central Bedfordshire Council
information this month covers road safety news, community safety and vaccinations.
And the church — which recently marked one year of consistently delivering daily
online get-togethers for morning and evening fellowship and prayer — celebrates
Easter in a range of ways, described in its section of the magazine.

It’s what community and village life is all about.

A particularly special part of this month’s magazine is the start of a series of history
articles — written through the eyes of people who experienced the Meppershall of
some years ago and have seen the village develop. For those new to the village, we
hope these stories and personal perspectives are interesting. For us all, they aim to
provide a warm sense of the community that we are lucky enough to call home.

Whether you are new to the village or whether you have been here longer, it seems
to be the rural ‘villagey’ character of Meppershall that is one of the reasons people
come to settle on this Bedfordshire hill. It is one of the reasons why significant
distress and astonishment remains about the decisions (in large part national
planning decisions) to allow the construction of 200 new homes on Shefford Road —
with the construction work now ongoing.

It is okay for us to feel that we have accommodated enough new housing for now.
Meppershall will be half way to doubling in size once currently approved
construction is completed. So there is anxiety to ensure that the rejection of a
proposal for a further 100 (yes one hundred) houses on Shefford Road is upheld at
its upcoming appeal. We wish success to all those involved in protecting the village
and upholding the soon-to-be-published Village Plan.

As members of the community, we all have opportunities to join in, to help, to
support those living around us. We also have opportunities to do the opposite. At
this Easter time, let’s find inspiration to give back more than we take, to create more
than we remove and to add to the beauty, safety and wellbeing of the village as we
know it, in whatever ways we can.



Letters to the Editors

Dear Editors

| am Meppershall Neighbourhood Watch coordinator and have recently been sent a
letter by Bedfordshire Police that | would like to make our residents aware of. Rogue
traders are a common problem and there are some simple steps to ensure that we
stay safe and are not caught out.

Regards
Anthony Seaman

Information sent on behalf of Bedfordshire Police

AVOID ROGUE TRADERS — CARRY OUT CHECKS

Rogue traders do not just cold-call at your door; they can have professional websites
and place adverts in newspapers, magazines and other publications. They also
operate leaflet dropping so be aware that not all leaflets are genuine.

Buy With Confidence scheme - is a national scheme which is operated in all of the
local authority areas within Bedfordshire. All businesses are vetted, approved and
monitored by Trading Standards.

If you are unable to find an approved local trader, here is some guidance on checks
that you can carry out:

1) Ask friends and family for recommendations
2) Carry out internet research including a check for negative reviews

3) Get at least three “written” quotes for the work required, to include timescales,
materials and clearing up (disposal of any waste)

4) Ask to see a copy of their Public Liability Insurance

5) Check what guarantees and warranties are offered and get them in writing

6) Ask for references from previous customers

7) Do not deal with anyone who refuses to take payment via cheque or bank transfer
8) Get written receipts for any money paid

If you have had an experience with a rogue trader, please report it by telephoning
101 and to Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808
2231133 or via the local council Trading Standards Website.

For live incidents where the rogue trader is still at the property, or is due to return,
contact the police on 999

Giovanna Traetto-Reynolds (Police, PCSO, Operation Sentinal Rural Team)



Notice of Annual Parish Meeting for Meppershall

Notice is hereby given that Meppershall Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 26
April 2021, starting at 7:30pm virtually via Zoom. To join the Zoom Meeting click on
the link below and follow the on-screen instructions:

https://bit.ly/3d71Mul
Meeting ID: 869 0095 3529 - Passcode: mpc2021

All are welcome to attend this public meeting. Business to be transacted:

1. Welcome

Apologies

Adoption of minutes of the previous Parish Meeting held on 29t April 2019.
Report from Chairman of the Parish Council

Reports from Ward Councillors

Report from other groups and associations present

Issues raised by parishioners

NoukwnN

Peter Chapman
Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council

Davidsons Homes Update on its 145-Home Development in
Meppershall

The Davidsons Homes site, which will be known as Woodlands Rest, will comprise a
selection of two, three, four and five-bedroom homes on land west of Shefford Road,
at the northern edge of the village. As well as 145 new homes, of which 51 will be
provided as affordable housing, the development will include public open space and
a play area.

Simon Tyler, Sales Director for Davidsons Homes South Midlands, said: “Work at
Woodlands Rest is now underway, and we are hoping to release the first homes for
sale at the development in the spring. The site represents a prime location for new
housing, offering an attractive rural setting on the edge of Meppershall which is
within commuting distance of several large towns, including Bedford, Milton Keynes,
Luton and Stevenage. We have a proud history of providing high-quality homes and
creating new communities in desirable locations across the Midlands. As with our
other developments in the region, Woodlands Rest will be a seamless extension to
Meppershall, featuring houses designed to reflect the existing character of the
village. We hope to complete the first homes at Woodlands Rest and to start
welcoming residents to this new neighbourhood by autumn.”

Davidsons Homes will contribute more than £1.8 million to local services and
infrastructure — c. £1.7 million towards education, £85,000 for play equipment and
£7,920 towards waste collection. They are building new homes across Warwickshire,


https://bit.ly/3d71MuJ

Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire and Leicestershire. For more information
about the homes available, please visit davidsonshomes.co.uk.

Land to the rear of 40 Shefford Road — Planning Appeal

The Parish Council would like to make residents aware that there is currently a
planning appeal being heard on Tuesday 13™ April at 10:00. The appeal relates to the
proposed erection of 103 dwellings to the rear of 40 Shefford Road. A strong turn out
from the village is vital to ensure that Meppershall’s residents views are heard and
considered.

To register to attend the appeal, which will be heard as a virtual event via Microsoft
Teams or telephone, residents must inform the Planning Inspectorate Case Officer —
Simon Dunn.

He can be contacted on 0303 444 5302 or emailed at:
East2@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Please quote appeal reference APP/P0240/W/20/3249265 and/or application
reference CB/19/02039/0UT

Details are below as per a letter received by the Parish Council in early March the
contents of which you can find below.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 APPEAL UNDER SECTION 78

Site Address: Land to the rear of 40 Shefford Road Meppershall

Description of development: Outline application: Proposed erection of up to 103 no.
dwellings with associated infrastructure, community building, landscaping, open
space and access, including demolition of 40 Shefford Road and existing agricultural
buildings. All matters reserved except for access.

Appellant’s name: Mr Richard Flint & Ms Alison Redman

Appeal reference: APP/P0240/W/20/3249265

Application reference: CB/19/02039/0UT

HEARING TO BE HELD AS A VIRTUAL EVENT
Opening on Tuesday 13th April at 10:00 — currently scheduled for 1 sitting day.

REASON FOR HEARING:

Appeal by Mr Richard Flint & Ms Alison Redman relating to the application to Central
Bedfordshire Council for Outline application for the proposed erection of up to 103
no. dwellings with associated infrastructure, community building, landscaping, open
space and access, including demolition of 40 Shefford Road and existing agricultural
buildings. All matters reserved except for access at Land to the rear of 40 Shefford
Road.

An Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State will hold a Hearing opening on the
date shown above to decide the appeal. The Hearing will be held as a virtual event


mailto:East2@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

run by an Inspector in the normal way, but with the parties invited to join via
Microsoft Teams or telephone.
Documents relating to the appeal can be viewed on the Council website

https://bit.ly/39k0Obz0

Enter 19/02039 in the “Application Quick Search” box. Anyone wishing to attend the
Hearing must make that interest known to the Planning Inspectorate Case Officer as
soon as possible prior to the Hearing, either by email or telephone after reading the
Hearing Attendance Information set out below. When contacting the Case Officer, it
would be helpful if you could confirm whether you want to take an active part in the
proceedings or attend only as an observer (see below).

Hearing Attendance Information

Before deciding whether to take an active part in the Hearing, you need to think
carefully about the points you wish to make. All written submissions from application
and appeal stage will be taken into account by the Inspector. Re-stating the same
points won’t add any additional weight to them.

If you feel that taking part in the Hearing is right for you in whatever capacity, you
can participate in a number of ways:

To take part using video, participants will need to have access to Microsoft Teams
(via an app or web browser). This link gives further

information: https://support.office.com/en-gb/teams. Alternatively you can take
part by telephone. Calls would be to an 020 number which will incur charges:
https://www.gov.uk/call-charges

If you just wish to observe the event, you should make that clear in your response to
the Case Officer.

If you wish to take an active part in the proceedings, please make clear in your
response whether you wish only to appear at the Hearing and make a statement or
whether you would also wish to ask questions on particular topics.

If you want to take an active part but feel unable to for any reason, and/or the points
you want to make are not covered in the evidence of others, consider whether
someone else could raise them on your behalf. Registered participants, in whatever
capacity, will receive individual joining instructions, providing details of any
requirements, guidance and support, whether joining by Teams or telephone. You
should note that the event may be recorded by the Planning Inspectorate for training
and quality assurance purposes.

Planning Inspectorate Reference:

APP/P0240/W/3249265

Case Officer contact at the Planning Inspectorate:

Simon Dunn, 0303 444 5302, East2@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
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ayside
KENNELS & CATTERY
GIVE YOUR PETS A HOLIDAY TOO

www.waysidekennelsandcattery.co.uk
CHAPEL ROAD, MEPPERSHALL, BEDS, SG17 5NQ

01462 813261
ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS FULLY LICENCED AND INSURED
MODERN LUXURY HEATED KENNELS AND CAT CABINS WITH INDIVIDUAL COVERED RUNS e . g

DOGS GET REGULAR INDIVIDUAL USE OF OUR EXERCISE FIELDS

~ FULLY VACCINATED DOGS AND CATS
ONLY, INCLUDING THE KENNEL
COUGH VACCINE FOR DOGS

FULL GROOMING SERVICE AVAILABLE
FOR BOARDERS

VIEWINGS WELCOME BY :
APPOINTMENT PLEASE é&ﬁ

DAY BOARDING AVAILABLE

Have you been o wigst | James Cullip

Meppershal Painting & Decoratin
the new look $6/7 51X . =

sugar Loof yet? » interior/exterior - all aspects

Join us for..,, sky SPORTS SPORT allpay ‘: Anging

Mes  [reepiay unday
J pool  Roast
Thursday

= - 2 - e — ),

01462 817 122 m: 07899 888 545
e: go_on_james@hotmail.com
www.cullippaintinganddecorating.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



22 Bedford Road

Lower Stondon, Beds.

SG16 6EA

BUSINESS HOURS

Mon - Fri : 8.30 a.m. - 6.30 p.m.
Saturday : 9:00 a.m. - 12:00
noon

Sunday - CLOSED

Sheridan’s

nnnnn

22 High Street, Shefford
01462 814087

AUTHENTIC TURKISH CUISINE
NOW OPEN FOR DELIVERIES OR COLLECTION

THE AIRMAN KITGHEN

visit: theairmankitchen.co.uk for full menu

or call 01462 814495

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



Re-opening

Tuesday
18" May 2021

CAFE

Whether it's coffee, cake,
a light bite or our all day
breakfast that you’ve missed,
we are excited to welcome
everyone back!

Op»e,n,{lng, imes:

Tuesday - Friday: 9am - 3pm*
*kitchen closes at 2pm

Saturday morning breakfast:
9am - 12pm

Phone: 07956137372

walnuttreecafe2020@gmail.com

Walnut Tree Way
Meppershall
SG17 5AB

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



FACILITY

ILED)

JAPANESE VEHICLE SPECIALISTS
Sales of Nissan cars
Repairs and services on all makes and models

1-3 WALLACE WAY, HITCHIN (KGR AViMIT9%)

OPENING HOURS: Monday-Friday 8am-6pm,
Saturday 8am-1pm

www.hmccars.co.uk

m MoT_
Testin
LA! Statim?

<

Orchard House
Counselling

1 qﬁ‘er Person-Cenred counseﬂingﬁ:r adults and young pwple
ﬁ)r 1ssues induding:

- DQleDTl

- Anxldy

- Relationship and family issues
- Stress

- Bereavement

- Addiction

h[')wneedhe[pinexp[uﬁngandmrﬁngﬂlmugﬁpmﬂcms, or support
wﬁilemakingchxngeshym[@ﬁ,pleasemnfadme.

Lindsey Gibson
Tel: 07970 813554

Email: [indsey.gibsonz3@gmail.com

For Beauty and Wellbeing
Orchard Close, Meppershall

Treatments include:
Reflexology, Reiki, Beauty,
Indian Head Massage,
Facial, Manicures, Pedicures,
Lash Lift and Tint,
Hand/Foot/Face Massage
Repro-reflexology now available
to support fertility issues

Visit serendipity-annexe,co.uk
to make an online appointment.
Or contact Jill on:

01462 851770, 07896 221442,
Jill@serendipity-annexe.co.uk
credit cards welcome

Iphe

Gas Plumbing & Central Heating

Based in Henlow
Boiler Changes,
Boiler Repairs & Servicing
Power Flushing,
Unvented Cylinders,
Central Heating & Bathroom Installations,
Underfloor Heating

Free estimates

No iob o big or small
30 y/ears experience

LT

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



Town and
Parish Council

COVID-19 update
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update Briefing- 17 March 2021

1. Voters urged to register in time & vote by post in May PCC elections

On Thursday & May residents in Central Bedfordshire will have their say on who represents them at the
Police and Crime Commissioner elections (postponed from May 2020).

In order to vote in this important election, residents must be on the electoral register. With the deadline to
register to vote fast approaching Central Bedfordshire Council is urging people who have not registered at
their current address to make sure they are registered in time.

The deadline to register to vote is midnight on Monday 19 April. It takes just five minutes to apply online
at gov.uk/register-to-vote and you can’t have your say unless you're registered to vote.

If you have recently turned 18 or mowved home, it is particularly important that you act to ensure that you
are registered to vote.

If you were registered to vote in the last election and your details have not changed, you don't need to
take any action. If in doubt or if you require a printed form, you contact Central Bedfordshire Council by
either emailing: electoral.registration@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or telephoning: 0300 300 8008.

Vaoters have a range of options for casting their ballot — in person, by post or by appointing someone they
trust to vote in their place, known as a proxy vote. For those who choose to vote in person, polling stations
will be safe places to vote on 6 May.

¥ou may be concerned about going to vote in person at a polling station due to the current pandemic, so
you may want to consider an absent vote.

This can either be done either by a proxy [someone votes at your polling station on your behalf) or a postal
vote.

If you don’t already have an absent vote in place you can download a form from The Electoral Commission
website.

The deadline for a postal vote application to be received by the Elections Office is Spm on 20 April, and for
a proxy vote the deadline is Spm on 27 April. You can return your application by email
to glectoral.registration @ centralbedfordshire. gov.uk

For information on elections in your area, how to register to vote, or how to apply to vote by post or by
proxy, voters can visit www electoralcommission.org. uk/voter. This page will continue to be updated
ahead of the polls.




What you need to know about the COVID-19
vaccination

Bedfordshire

The Covid-19 vaccination programme is the largest in the history
of the NHS. The vaccine is being offered to more and more people in our area every
week.

Vaccines can reduce or even eliminate some diseases, if enough people are
vaccinated.

Since vaccines were introduced, diseases like smallpox and polio that used to kill or
disable millions of people are gone from the UK.

How do vaccines work?

Vaccines teach your immune system how to protect you from diseases. It’'s much
safer for your immune system to learn this through vaccination than by catching the
diseases and attempting to fight them.

Can | catch Covid-19 from the vaccine?

No. You cannot catch Covid-19 from taking the vaccine but having the vaccine could
stop you from becoming seriously ill if you catch the infection.

Should | be concerned about the speed the vaccine was made available?

The speed in which the vaccines have been developed does not mean that they are
unsafe. The technology used to develop the vaccine is not new. It’s been tried and
tested for decades. It is with this technology and massive global investment to
develop a Covid-19 vaccine that has allowed it to be available so quickly.

Any coronavirus vaccine that is approved must go through lots of clinical trials and
safety checks, like all other licensed medicines, before it is approved. The Covid-19
vaccines used in the UK have been declared as effective by the UK’s independent
Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulator (MHRA) after extensive trials.

When will | be able to get vaccinated?

The NHS will announce when different age groups can book their vaccination, you
can check who is eligible at any time and book your appointment online at
www.nhs.uk/covid-vaccination. You can also book appointments by calling 119.

You may also receive an invitation to book your vaccination from your GP and you
can book an appointment directly with them.

You can read more about the vaccination and common misconceptions at
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/vaccinations
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A507 Speed Limits and Safety Measures
Speed limit reduced on part of A507

Bedfordshire

A number of additional safety improvements measures, including a
speed limit reduction, are set to be introduced by Central Bedfordshire
Council on part of the A507.

Between Clophill and Chicksands, Beds Police recorded one fatal accident, five
serious injuries and two slight injury accidents during the last three years. This led to
Council passing a report that sets out a speed limit reduction from 60 to 50mph — as
well as improvement measures including:

o Installing bollards on verges at junctions and at the access to Beadlow Manor
e Adding more ‘Think Bike’ signs

e Changing the maximum speed signs at ‘Eagles bend’ to 40mph from 50mph

e Painting yellow chevron markings on the bends near Warren Lane

e Refreshing existing ‘SLOW’ signs and rumble strips

A wider route study of the A507 has begun which will analyse all the major
roundabout junctions on the A507 between Clophill and the Al at Baldock.

Councillor lan Dalgarno (Community Services) said, “I'm delighted to be able to
approve these measures to improve the safety of the A507. Safety for road users is
our top priority.” He encouraged everyone to drive safely at all times.”

Community Safety and Crime: Cuckooing
Council to raise awareness of signs of cuckooing

Central Bedfordshire Council is raising awareness of ‘cuckooing’, so community
members can recognise the signs and report any suspicious behaviour to the Safer
Communities and Partnership team. Cuckooing is the term used to describe
criminals, mainly drug dealers, taking advantage of a vulnerable person, using threats
and violence to take over their home and using it as a base for criminal activity.

Signs of cuckooing can include an increase in people outside or entering a property
or people coming and going at strange times. Other signs include changes in
behaviour, less engagement with family or neighbours and appearing anxious or
distracted. Front doors may be damaged, anti-social behaviour may increase near
the property and littering may increase.

Councillor lan Dalgarno (Community Services) said: “Cuckooing is an abhorrent
crime, with perpetrators taking advantage of vulnerable people. Victims may be
unable to speak out as they could be in fear of violence.” He confirmed that this area
of criminal activity is one of the Community Safety Partnership’s priorities for the
next three years.”
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He continued: “Working together is the key to ending this kind of exploitation.
Information from the community is also vital, and we hope that our communities will
become familiar with the signs and feel confident to report any concerns.”

To report concerns, email Central Bedfordshire Council’s Safer Communities and
Partnership team at: community.safety@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

You can also call Bedfordshire Police on 101 or report information online using their
online reporting centre: www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report/

You can also report information anonymously via Crimestoppers - 0800 555 111.

For further information please contact: Lindsay Coates-Ledden, Communications
Officer at Lindsay.coates-ledden@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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GNOMES (Meppershall Good Neighbours)

Good As we continue the current national lockdown measures
and restrictions GNOMES would like to remind everyone

Neighbours
g that we are still around and willing to help where we can.
Offering . .
Our facebook page is regularly updated with useful
Meppershall information on help and resources available locally.
Excellent

Currently, we can undertake jobs that do not involve
Services close contact but cannot undertake transport jobs or any
which require entering a client’s home.

Whatever your need, call us on 07760 793921, Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm and
if we cannot help then we will try our best to find someone or some organization
that can. We can help with;

Collecting Prescriptions, groceries, and other essential provisions,
for the Over 70’s, vulnerable and self-isolating residents.

o
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Telephone Befriending, a listening ear when
you need one. Helping direct you to other organisations and
; support services where needed and help with advice and

/—/w; information on local suppliers of food and other essential
4“"\;&‘. : n

supplies.

Please keep an eye out for those around you and if you think they need help, but you
are unable to give it, then please call the GNOMES on 07760 793921.

If you would like to help people in your community and could volunteer on a one-off
or regular basis then give us a call and join our friendly team of volunteers.


mailto:community.safety@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iZWRmb3Jkc2hpcmUucG9saWNlLnVrL3JlcG9ydC8%3d&r=13198513820&d=13403705&p=1&t=h&h=869b0a36a2140cc661f1f82e6bca3a63
mailto:Lindsay.coates-ledden@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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My 60 years in Meppershall by Elsie D Lawrence

As the car drove into my friend’s drive in Fildyke Road on a lovely summer’s day in
mid- July, | was amazed at the many glass houses. | remember the lovely thatched
cottages in Rectory Road and all the pretty gardens. Every house had a little shed
which | soon learned was the ‘privvy’.

The water tower at the top of the village was built in 1952. There was no main
sewerage and many houses had cess pits in the garden. There was a lorry that came
round once a week to empty the buckets from the houses that had ‘privvys’.

My friend’s house was big, double fronted, built in 1939, with a lovely garden, many
flowers and a blaze of colour with apple trees and a very large plum tree. | had never
seen so many different kinds of vegetables growing. It was so very neat and well-
tended. Carrots, marrows, cabbages, potatoes, parsnips all grew in very neat rows,
what a credit to the gardener | thought!

The house itself had a large kitchen which was quite modern for those times. Nice
fitted cupboards, washing machine and an electric cooker. The dining room was
quite spacious and light, the doors were brown and varnished. The floor was lino,
also brown - as was all the furniture. Too much brown, | thought! There was one coal
fire, the coalman delivered about twice a year. There was also a nice front room that
was rarely used. Upstairs there were 3 bedrooms and a very nice bathroom and flush
toilet separate from the bathroom — but no heating, so it was very cold in winter!

| was introduced to my friend’s father, a short stocky man, the builder and owner of
the house and | complimented him on his lovely garden which he had designed and
planted himself. His wife had died that year, March 1958, so he was still grieving. He
showed me round the garden of which he was very proud.

Next door to the house were glass houses and a large packing shed where all the
produce was carefully selected and packed and Lorries would come and distribute to
many shops. The main crops were tomatoes, cucumbers and lettuce, all top quality
stuff. This area is now Brookmead - the house was demolished in the 1980s.

Tea was served, and guess what we had! A salad that was all grown in Meppershall!!
Coming from a town, that was lovely... to smell the flowers and to pick the fruit.

Not many buses came out here but there were a few. My friend had a lovely car so
he took me around. One day he took me to Shefford, there wasn’t much there, but it
had all you needed. | wasn’t impressed! I'd had a good day and my eyes were opened
to the lovely countryside.

| went back to town life, which was very busy with its jobs, buses, shops, cinemas,
dance halls... a complete contrast to rural life. As the weeks went by | came to
Meppershall quite often, the friendship became more serious and soon turned into
love. We got engaged and | had a lovely ring! We were married in 1958 and moved
in with my father-in-law at no. 5 Fildyke.
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| had never used an electric cooker - it took a bit of getting used to. So, this was
married life, running the house, cooking, washing, and taking care of two men. It
wasn’t easy but | did my best and got on with it.

Outside was a large strip of land where the Jackson family grew millions of lettuce, as
well as tomatoes and cucumbers. That was their living. Many farmers grew potatoes
and these were harvested in October or November time. Women would go potato
picking, which was great fun when the weather was nice but very hard work. The pay
wasn’t very good but it bought extras for Christmas.

The butcher used to come up from Shefford and bring his meat on the front basket
of his bike. The baker did his rounds about 3 times a week and the milkman delivered
daily. There was a man from Shillington with a small horse and cart who sold wax
polish, washing powder, paraffin, candles, etc.

The baby clinic was in Shefford at 2pm, so us mothers would walk there to get the
babies checked and weighed and buy Ostermilk and baby food. The vaccines were
administered by the local doctor. It took about half an hour to walk there. It was a
bit of a trudge coming back up the hill. There was no play group here in those days,
one was formed around 1967 by a lovely lady called Mrs. Staniforth. She had many
helpers, it was a great success and remains today as the ‘Pre-school’.

There were three pubs in the village. Each was busy with farm workers after a hard
day’s work. Gardens were kept immaculate and many people grew their own fruit
and vegetables. Dances were held on occasions in the old village hall which were
very popular. Bingo, Young Wives, Mothers Union and the Drama group were also all
well attended and there were also the Brownies and Guides. In the summer, Fetes
were very popular as well — developing into what is now the Summer Fair. Craft
work and cakes were sold and the sports and games were great fun.

The bus took an hour to go to Luton and half an hour to get to Hitchin. Not many
people had cars or a telephone back then and many of us either walked or cycled to
work. Meppershall was industrious having, amongst other things, a glove factory.
This has since demolished and has become another housing estate called Glovers
Way. There were two shops, plus the coach service owned and run by Mr C Taylor.

Money was raised for a school swimming pool by cake sales, bring and buy stalls and
donations and was much enjoyed by the village school children and supervised by
voluntary workers and parents. Mrs Jean Sanderson cleaned it every evening for
many years until it was filled in in the 1980s to make way for a school extension.

When | first came to Meppershall, there was no mains sewerage and no street lights
- but there was a phone box at Crackle Hill Road.

Church was well attended, with lovely Harvest festivals and Harvest Suppers which
were most enjoyable. The church was always busy at Christmas with carols sung and
much excitement from children in the Nativity Play. There was usually a very good



13

Christmas Fair with many cakes and ‘goodies’ being sold. As the children of those
times got older many got jobs and moved away.

There was a village policeman who lived in the Police House on Shefford Rd. and who
patrolled the neighbourhood on his ‘sit up and beg’ bike! Similarly the post was
brought up from Shefford each day by a lady on a bike.

Groceries were ordered on a Wednesday and delivered on Fridays from Moss’s in
Shefford.

There was a Charter Fair in Shefford held every October which was always very busy
with the local villagers. It had been going for about 400 years.

Since then many new houses have been built on many new estates around the
village. A brand new village hall has replaced the old one. I've seen many changes.
Farmers have retired and sold their land for development. It was sad to see so many
of the old houses being demolished and to see the Methodist Chapel and the Glove
Factory gone, becoming Glovers Way. The house at 5 Fildyke Road is gone, it is now
Brookmead and Buxton Close - which is named after a local councillor, Mr Buxton.
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5 Fildyke Road — around 1970. Photo courtesy of Gary Dilley. His Grandad had the
house built in 1939.

Thank you to Elsie and to Jean Holden for contributing these fascinating personal
stories and memories of the village of Meppershall. We will be publishing further
history articles in the coming months and we would love to hear from anyone with
information or stories to share.
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Sandy Helping Hands

Counselling and Guidance Centre
30a Market Square, Sandy, Beds, SG19 1JA

/ \; Since 2010, Sandy Helping Hands a not-for-profit voluntary orgamsatlon
ﬁ \‘. has been prowdlng free or low cost counselling and guidance services to

"‘ the local community and the surrounding Bedfordshire areas.

We offer a range of counselling services to help with your mental health
and emotional wellbeing including Domestic Violence. Housing, debt and
benefits advice to assistance with CV writing and job search guidance,
literacy and numeracy through to food parcel and furniture distribution.

Assisted by volunteers and work placement students for the day to day admin and
services such as CV writing and IT help; with qualified and trainee counsellors for
professional guidance.

Counselling at Sandy Helping Hands is provided by a group of counsellors who are either
fully qualified or in the later stages of their professional qualification and are carrying out
their placement at Sandy Helping Hands.

All counsellors are members of the British Association of Counselling and Psychotherapy
(BACP) and work to BACP professional and ethical standards, are DBS checked, have
full liability insurance and receive regular clinical supervision.

There is a small charge for counselling in the form of a donation, which goes towards the
running costs of the centre.

However, it is a priority for us that no one is prevented from receiving counselling because
of a lack of means and the fee for counselling is negotiated in each case based on what is
affordable for the client.

Please be aware that Sandy Helping Hands is adhering to Government Guidelines and
we have a Covid 19 Risk Assessment and other procedures in place.

If you know someone who may benefit from our services in these unusual times,
please do not hesitate to pass on our details.

Telephone: 01767 690050
Web: www.sandyhelpinghands.org

Email: enquiries@sandyhelpinghands.org

Charitable Status 7421241

Supported by players of Awarded funds from
co The Wixamtree Trust” | N

—e -
Supporting the communities and people of Bedfordshire
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Root 'n Branch

Your Local
Friendly & Reliable Gardener

All aspects of
Garden Maintenance
undertaken

.

PRUNING - MOWING
WEEDING * PLANTING
HEDGING

Contact Kevin on

Tel : 07771 537385

Email: whooley@hotmail.co.uk

Shefford based

-

Marc Dellar
GARDEN SERVICES

Upper Stondon

* @Grass Cutting

* Hedge Cuiting

* Strimming

* Overgrown Gardens Cleared

Please Call Anytime
01462 850562 or 07792 227913

Malc’s

arden Services

Grass and hedge cutting
Fence and Shed Repair
Small General Maintenance

Telephone: 07921572065
malcsgm@hotmail.co.uk

RDG

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES

Locally based in Henlow
Well established company
GAS SAFE registered

Tel: 07850 441762
email: robgooda@aol.com

safe

REGISTER

Wusieal Bumps

veal music... veal education... veal £un!

Ovutstanding music classes

BOOKA
from birth to school FREE
Al Clasg
Classes in Meppershall
on Mondays Listening : 94;
& learning sii?:d);l. 0
v sing!
a
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facebook.com/musicalbumps.ceniralbedfordshire

Contact Alex Martin Tel: 07397 776357
musicalbumps.com alex.martin@musicalbumps.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement


mailto:malcsgm@hotmail.co.uk

LES
NEWTON

REGISTER

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Based in Gravenhurst

GasSafe Registered

. Gas Boilers, Fires and Cookers
. Oil boilers, Agas & other makes

of range cookers.

. Servicing, installation & repairs -
Gas & Oil

. Heating System Upgrades

. Landlord’s Reports
. Power Flushing

. Bathrooms, WCs, showers, taps -

repairs, installations, upgrades

. Free Estimates

Tel: 01462 712871 Mob: 07768 085021

Bedfordshire’s Premier Taxi
and Private Hire Company

Shefford Based

s Airport Transfers
% Stag & Hen Parties

% Golfing Weekends
% Executive Travel
#*Local Taxi Services in Bedfordshire

01462 812320

www.soloprivatehire.co.uk
Email: sales@soloprivatehire.co.uk

SHEFFORD LEISURE
GROUP

Open to the local Community
Friendly day trips and holidays
See Messenger for newsletter

Raffle monies raised for
Keech Hospice Care for
Children

To receive monthly newsletters or
for further information contact:

Enid Pamment Tel: 01462 851397
e-mail: enid.pamment@agmail.com

ROGER CHAPMAN

Home & Garden Services

Patios

Driveways

Fencing

Brickwork

Tiling

Painting and decorating

30 Years’ Experience
No Job Too Small!

01462 850575
or
07950311881

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement




Chiropodist

Mobile Surgery

Graeme Harley
m.s.s.ch m.b.ch.a

H.P.C. Registered

15 New Street,
Shefford

Tel. 01462 816 458
Mob. 0773 9101 396

Dance Lessons in
Shefford, Campton and
Fairfield Park

Ballet
Modern

Tap
Jazz

Classes offer, exercise, confidence,
Self-esteem, posture, flexibility, social skills and lots of fun.

Trial lesson free!

Fully qualified dance teacher (ISTD, RAD & IDTA)
with 25+ years experience teaching

Find us on FACEBOOK
@CamptonSchoolOfDance

For details, phone Lynda 01462 813213

MARTIN ROE

PAINTING & DECORATING

Quality assured
All aspects

’

gy
2,

Telephone: 07973 532430

Dcrc‘c Harris & Sons
Landscaping

[Tst1976, [ ree | stimates,
Frienc”y & Reliable Service

TurFing, Fatios | aid,
Block Faving, Brick Piers,
(Garden Walls, Fcncing,
Tree& Hcdgc Cutting,
(Gardens (leared
chistcrccl Waste Carriers

Tel: 01234381854
07885 442800,073%98 268956

WWW‘d[’laﬂC]SOHS‘CO‘U‘(

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement



http://www.dhandsons.co.uk

Webulike.co.uk Ltd

Your one stop shop

for website solutions

Our services include:
Hosting - Design - Site Updates
'f':‘J‘* Site Maintenance - Revamps

2 R Databases - PC Maintenance
ade™

Webualike.co.ak Web: www.webulike.co.uk
e Email: sales@webulike.co.uk

Telephone : 01462 816377

Lawton Property Jon Lambley WINDOW CLEANER
Services Ltd T

For quotation cal
Carpentry & Building 07796 303908
(1462811945
Tel Chris: 01234 381065 '

Mobile: 07939 004561 15 years experience

Reliable, Professional & Fuly Insured
Meppershall based

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement
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Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk T facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 — ronigoodman@gmail.com — usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 Chris Valentine 01462 815971
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: anniel0639@gmail.com

Message from St Mary’s

My friend Matt (not his real name) told me his story while we walked one day. Aged
11 he had his first taste of alcohol. He felt an immediate rush of power and courage
he described as ‘fearlessness’ and proceeded to make a name for himself as a fighter
in school until he was expelled for injuring a teacher.

Not long after, he left his less than loving family for good, and ended up in the army.
An excellent soldier with a reputation for fearing nothing, he was invited to join
Special Forces. Matt found that alcohol and drugs numbed him to some of the
horrors of this job, keeping him going. After some years however, he became
disillusioned, and things came to a head on a mission to rescue a couple. He’d driven
them at speed, breaking through a border control to safety. Shots were fired, some
hit the car boot. The couple became distraught. Matt stopped the car when it was
safe without understanding what was going on. The couple rushed to open the boot.
There lay two children, both dead, a boy and a girl - hidden without Matt knowing. At
this turning point Matt left special forces.

Matt took in his best friend who needed a place to stay, but he spiralled down when
he discovered his friend had been unfaithful with his wife. Some time later, ending
up alone in a flat after binge drinking, lying on the floor ‘in my own filth’, Matt
recognised signs that he was dying and cried out to his mother and to his last chance,
God; ‘if you are there’ he said. He felt he was heard, and with supernatural energy he
managed to get to a phone box and call a friend in AA for help. His breakthrough in
Alcoholics Anonymous didn’t come until he acknowledged that he needed the Higher
Power he’d once mocked, and was able to name his Higher Power as Jesus.

As Matt told his story | struggled to believe what | was hearing. | knew him as a
strong, but incredibly gentle and caring man, who’d found a fiancée in a beautiful


mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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nurse in my sending church. | was incredulous; | couldn’t reconcile in my mind what
Matt had told me with his work now - he’d become a specialized Nurse for people
paralysed with critical ‘iron lung’ type conditions. It was apparent that Matt had
allowed Jesus to transform him and he was doing something deeply worthwhile with
his life and about to be blessed with a lovely wife.

But as he talked, | became increasingly uncomfortable about the part addiction had
played in his life. It dawned on me that while | didn’t have any addictions that were
obvious to people in the way that his had been, | have what | would call ‘little
addictions’ - like small weeds, nonetheless perniciously spoiling my life in ways |
hoped were not so visible to others.

Aaron White writes in his beautiful book Recovering If you are honest you will
acknowledge that there are dark areas in your heart and mind where you have little
to no control. you feel trapped and hypocritical. this interior darkness is the place
where most of us have hidden our addictions. Addiction does not just refer to
chemical substances, so whether you are addicted to alcohol, amphetamines,
pornography, control, a relationship, procrastination, your self-image, money,
success, or anything else, you are still addicted.

Aaron’s words were and still are, for me and | suspect for us all, an uncomfortable
reality. We ‘self-medicate’ ourselves from pain. We have habitual attachments we
run to when we’re depressed, scared, bored, lonely or in pain. Do you ever find
yourself eating when you’re not hungry? Mindlessly scrolling through social medla?
Keeping yourself busy to avoid dealing with something?

This Easter I’'m struck by the figure of Jesus the God-man, who the gospel writers tell
us, freely died to save us. Then mysteriously rose from death, releasing supernatural
energy for us to break free - from all that holds us back from being our best selves.
And I’'m struck by Matt, a man of God who so freely shared his personal story of the
God-man with me.

Much of our humanity has been ‘locked-down’ this past year and many of us will
have numbed our pain with distractions. In this context, let the words of Jesus bring
us all new springtime hope:

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke on you and learn from me, because | am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and my load is not hard to
carry.” Matthew 11:28-30

Happy Easter!

Rev. Andrew
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Church News and Events in April

At the time of writing, we are returning to some face to face services. Check the
website/facebook or give us a call (details below). We would LOVE to see you.

We carefully observe COVID-safe practices. Please contact Reverend Roni (well in
advance) if you intend to be at one of our Communion services so we can plan

seating. Always remember to wear your mask and bring your red service book if you

have been given one already.

Wednesday 31t March

No Private Prayer in Church — this is to allow us to open
for prayer on Good Friday

Thursday 1° April

Maundy Thursday - 7pm online — a simple said Spiritual
Communion - on Facebook and YouTube

Friday 2" April

Good Friday - 10am to 3.30pm - Church open for Private
Prayer

10.30am Morning Prayer on Good Friday - with hymns —
join via Facebook or YouTube

Invitation to “Breaking Day” - a 45-minute lockdown
passion play ( for grown ups!) presented by Riding Lights
Theatre Company online. Contact Roni for access info.

Saturday 3™ April

7.30pm: You might enjoy this free Easter Concert from
Kings Chamber Orchestra - KCO's members are
distinguished musicians, committed Christians, and
friends: https://www.kco.cool/easter-concert/

Sunday 4™ April

Easter Sunday - 9am Holy Communion in Church

10.30am Morning Worship on Facebook and YouTube

Wednesday 7" April

10.00am Holy Communion in Church

Private prayer until 3.30pm

Sunday 11 April

Easter 2 - 10.30am - Morning Worship on Facebook and
YouTube

10am - 3.30pm - Church open for Private Prayer

Throught April

‘9 and 9’ Morning and Evening Prayer — on Facebook and
YouTube — every day

Easter Prayer Tree

Look out for our Easter Prayer Tree just inside the Churchyard - please add your
prayers - written - or just expressed in ribbons or flowers.


https://www.kco.cool/easter-concert/
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Do you need prayers? We have a small group of intercessors who will continue to
pray confidentially for those who ask for prayers. If being held in prayer in that way is
something you would like, please talk to Roni (telephone 339962 / 07533 376880) or
Chris Valentine (telephone 07701 039324).

Together or apart - let us continue to hold one another in prayer - and where
possible to reach out in love and service.

Online, join our Sunday services
at 10.30am - please click here
for our Facebook page; here for
our website; and here for our
YouTube channel.

These services bring together
not only our church community

e St Mary's Meppershall & St Michael's Shefford

right here in the village, but also

our friends from Shefford and

neighbouring villages — as well as regular visitors from across the world. You can just
watch and listen (we won’t even know - - -
you’re there!)- although lots of people Llébéﬁ—'lﬁ WOI"'S/‘MP
add comments and it is getting quite
interactive these days. The services

helping you
stay connected

. Ll
include music and hymns — some created while we're

locally, some played with permission from

sources including St Martin-in-the-Fields — | This week's Sermon from (g ~y)°
. . . Rev. Roni and a Hymn

really beautiful. You will also find the | . cz.lllthis nmﬁzr

church online, everyday, for “9-and-9 Lca‘ﬁ‘fsame“”"mal

raver - sharng refectons and paves | * - (g 01462 S5O11Z

led by Roni and Andrew and sometimes Love Prom 8t Mary's Meppershall G 4t Michael's ShePPord
others. Come and be part of it! Use the

facebook link above. Bring your own tea, coffee, morning (or bedtime!) snack!

Find us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/

Find us on our website

https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/

Find us on YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA



https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA
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MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

Mid Beds Cancer Support Group
MEPPERSHALL & ALL surrounding areas

Informal cancer group for patients, families, friends,
carers who wish to meet others for support &
information. Due to Covid-19 lockdown, we continue
to provide support via telephone and our online ‘group
meet’ and individually for those who wish to connect
during this difficult time.

As things stand, our next online meetings will be on
Saturday 3™ April and 1%t May 2021, 11am.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/3srw7ur

Meeting ID: 334 851 8015

We'd love to hear from you! Daksha & Phil Trivedi,
Email: daksha.trivedi@btconnect.com
Tel: 01462 813943; M: 07961 377526

Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017), Scotland (SC039907)
and the Isle of Man (604). Also operating in Northern Ireland



https://bit.ly/3srw7ur
mailto:daksha.trivedi@btconnect.com

A WARM
WELCOME
AWAITS...

Visit Chandlers Country Stores
for all your pet supplies, country
clothing, equestrian and small
holding products.

Stores

Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, 5G17 5QB.
01462 810190

Unisex

Gel Nails

LAPLEX

IR LA Do L

Hair Ups

Hairdressing

Beauty Therapy

Wedding &
Prom Packages

¥+ Ombre’/Balayage

Accessories & Gifts

Plastering
Painting &

01462 817151

We offer free consultations & free
skin/strand tests. Call in to pick up a
price list and disconnt voucher at

17 Station Road, Lower Stondon
(Mext to the Post Office /Pharmacy)

5 Star Google reviews

Carl Coxall
Plastering & More
158 Station Road, Lower Stondon
Tel Home : 01462 817531
Mobile: 07803 383222
VAT Free, No Job Too Small

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger

when responding to advertisements
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EA“AEE A FAIR MOT TEST FOR A FAIR PRICE

"SHE,FFEIIIII;'
’/4%;\‘ WWW.THEGARAGESHEFFORD.CO.UK

E: INFO@THEGARAGESHEFFORD.CO.UK

- A: 2B ST FRANCIS WAY, SHEFFORD, SG17 5DZ
I=11362 419520 (NEXT TO MORRISONS)

The Garage Shefford is a small friendly and family run company. Our team has over 40
years experience in the motor trade and provides an honest, reliable and cost effective
service, which is approved by both the Retail Motor Industry Federation (RMI) and
Trust My Garage. We believe in providing a fair MOT test for a fair price.

MOT Testing NOW £35"
% Including classesg4-5L-7 ’ SERVICING & REPAIRS

(Cars, vans, minibuses, motorhomes,
and goods vehicles up to 3500kg)

@ A/C RECHARGE E COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR:

e  SERVICES: add an MOT to your Interim, Annual, or Major Service to save
e UNIFORMED SERVICES: 10% discount when you show your D
o SENIOR CITIZENS: automatically qualify for 10% off

The Garage Shefford reserves the right to revoke or rescind these offers at any point, without notice.
Identification may be required for Uniformed Services (professional ID or Blue Light Card) or Seniors discounts.

PROUD TO BE APPROVED BY...

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Treatment Studio
We offer

Call, email or text to book -
e have availability 7 days a week, including evenings

. £ i
Browzers Studio, 4 2 Coneygate, Meppershall, Badfordshire, 5G17 5GB
=
ROGERS BAKERY

High St. Meppershall
Shefford, Beds.
SG17 5LZ
01462 813398

RogersBakery@aol.com

1983 - 2021
38 Years )
: : Fresh Bread Daily
lity & S
Quality & Service Celebration Cakes
our Speciality
Filled Rolls &
Sandwiches

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



.M@@@g Ploice

Every Tuesday
in the Sugar Loaf car park (for now)
3.30-7.00pm
Pop down and Try our Fry’!
To avoid waiting in the cold,
callto place your order:

07833 786108

A Big Thank You to all our customers
who have loyally supported us

| & HM Government

STAY HOME

PROTECT
THE NHS

SAVE LIVES

AV A A W

Computer Repairs

No Fix No Fee

We come to you

PC & Laptop Repairs

Laptop screen replacement
Full Tune Up Service

Data Recovery

Virus or Spyware Removal
Upgrades and systems built to order
Network Setup & Repairs
Software Errors Fixed

Not Booting or Blue Screens
PC Crashing or Freezing
Internet & Wifi Setup Service
Software Installation

For Home and Business

At Affordable Prices

Over 20 years Experience

+ o+ 2+ = * + 2 2 2 2 2+ 2 2+ 2+ 2+ 2+

Call us, we are here to help

henlowcomputers@btopenworld.com

01462-850033

Mg. Ryatl

Building Supplies Ltd.

Suppliers of Timber and all Building Materials

Paving & Walling
Bricks
Aggregates

Fencing
Calor Gas

Plumbing

Timber Tools

Turf

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - Tel. 01462 730169
100 Norton Road, Stotfold SG5 4PG

www.mjryall.co.uk * info@mijryall.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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The Meppershall Players ‘@

Hello Meppershall Messenger readers, well unfortunately time and lockdown have
conspired against the Players and we have had to cancel “When the Lights go on
again” - our V.E Musical Play planned for May 15™. We’re hoping Boris & Co’s
lockdown exit plan is on track and that the Players will soon be back rehearsing again
for this year’s Pantomime “Jack and the Beanstalk”.

Next year is a big one for the Players, as we will be celebrating our 50" anniversary.
We're hoping to make it a fun packed year with (fingers crossed) three productions:
our aforementioned Musical Play, a Variety Show and The Pantomime. There will
also be social events like our Ultimate Decades Disco and our Karaoke Night, to name
but a few. Look out for posters in the not-to-distant future.

Jack & the Beanstalk — our Christmas Pantomime, performances Saturday 4" & 11t
December 2021. Matinee 3pm, Evening 7.30pm. Tickets: £5 Matinees, £8 & £10
Evenings. All performances at the STMA Hall, Shefford. Look out for our posters!

We are still looking for a pianist/keyboard player. Backing tracks at our pantomimes
and modern variety shows give the Players a much wider range of music that we
might otherwise have overlooked, but we would still very much like someone who
loves to play piano for our V.E production as backing tracks are few and far between
for songs of these eras and do not give the same atmosphere to the proceedings.

Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community),
Instagram and Twitter.

The Players meet every Monday evening at 7.30pm at the Shefford Town Memorial
Association (STMA) Hall, Hitchin Road, Shefford SG17 5JA. Membership is currently
free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+, to indulge in all areas of
theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song &
dance, etc. The Players will be closed until Monday 11t January 2021.

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336
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Birthday Greetings

The whole Messenger team sends birthday best wishes and greetings for the coming
month to...

Doreen — Peter — Derek — Pam — Shireen
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Shefford Leisure Group by Enid Pamment

At last!!! Springtime is upon us. We have been lucky with the
weather so far — just a little bit of snow but it barely covered the
ground. At least it didn’t settle for long and the paths were not
slippery. The Spring flowers are showing their tiny heads and even
the birds sound a lot happier - busy sorting out their nests ready to rear their young.
| have taken advantage of some of the beautiful sunshine we have experienced and
enjoyed some lovely walks around the countryside. It really is so pleasant to meet
up with other people out walking and pass the time of day with them. It all is so
friendly and enjoyable.

This dreadful virus really has taken its toll and many people and their families have
been affected. It is such a sad and worrying time for everyone; just hope it is easing a
little which will allow our lives to return to a little ‘normality’. We can at least hope!!

| have been in touch with some of my associates and it seems they are all slowly
filtering back to their offices, although many of them have been working from home,
so it has been difficult for people like myself to contact them without going ‘around
the houses.” There are one or two trips which may be of interest to some of you, so
if you find anything that appeals please let me know and | will book the event.
Initially it may prove difficult to price these outings until we have a fair idea of how
many people are interested. We are also limited to the number of people allowed
on the coach and of course in any venue we may book. | am however sure it will all
come together favourably.

A special thank you to everyone who has sent in their £12.00 subscription which
really is a great help. Your subscription will carry you through until March 2022.
Newsletters will be sent out quarterly. This really is a great help and hopefully by the
end of 2021 we will be back to normal — well... as normal as we ever will be! (We can
but hope!). Thank you so much for your friendship and | really look forward to
seeing you all again very soon.

Take care and look after each other, at least we have the Summer and longer
evenings to look forward to. The next newsletter will be June 2021, any problems
please let me know.

Enid xx

Available outings:

Lavenham with 2 Blue Badge Guides Tuesday 6th July 2021

The Tower of London Wednesday 28" July

Warners (Gunton Hall) 5 days/4 nights Monday 11 Oct. — Friday 15 Oct.
Thursford Christmas Spectacular Sunday 15" November
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Diary of an Allotment — April 2021 by Zoe Cox

If anyone was doubting the arrival of spring then it is truly here with some lovely
blossom around the village. The allotment is now a hive of activity. This year the
welcomes are that much more friendly as it has been a long hard winter and it is a
relief to see old friends have made it through.

Families are a much bigger feature of the allotment than when | started and foolishly
thought we could do the allotment and have children. The biggest challenge was to
keep them occupied so they didn’t get bored. Most of the time it was a losing battle.
The longest time | was able to spend on the plots was when the raspberries were
fruiting and the children were able to pick and eat. | tried to follow all the advice of
keeping children happy on the allotment and this included giving them a patch of
their own to tend.

| don’t think there is a magical formula for keeping children happy on an allotment
and it takes work from parents. So those parents who try to combine the allotment
with childcare - we take our hats off to them. | feel it is important parents feel we
support their efforts and know that we love seeing children on the allotments. We
hope some of those children will end up with a love of gardening and be future
allotment holders (although | failed so far in passing on any enthusiasm of gardening
to my children!)

This month as the seedlings started to take over my desk, the dining room and the
kitchen my daughter asked me why | had such an obsession (I call it a keen interest)
with germinating plants. | told her | loved the magic of seedlings appearing and she
remarked it was not magic at all but very scientific. To her it is an annual annoyance
to see seedlings taking over the house and garden. To me it is an annual reminder
that the winter is behind us and spring, like our best friend at age 10, has knocked on
our door and is asking us to come and play.

Of course, | shall always see a shoot emerging from the soil as magic but it is worth
remembering the science too. Plants are on our side. They are fairly predictable and
they want to grow if they are given the right conditions so | would recommend giving
it a try. You could start with something simple like a packet of loose leaf lettuce in a
pot on the patio. Sowing seeds a few weeks apart will give you a continuous crop of
lettuce for the summer. Or a pot of herbs can give you an opportunity to get in touch
with your inner Masterchef.

| think my pest of the summer will be pigeons as they seem to have multiplied and
last year they feasted on many of the seeds and plants | had sown. If you do sow pots
of lettuce it might be worth protecting them with a deterrent. A cheap solution is a
couple of wire coat hangers with netting draped over them. On the allotments
people try many different techniques to protect their plants from birds. | shall aim to
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do a scarecrow this year (a good project for children to get on with on the allotment
too). | shall also think about old CDs hanging from a string line - the light reflecting
and flashing from them is supposed to deter birds.

| look forward to seeing you all on the allotments and admiring your plots which are
well under way. Those of you wanting to take up a plot | would say jump right in!
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Let’s Hear It For The Advertisers!

it 5. 1@ \e &

When it comes to looking for good local services, tradespeople and businesses — look
first in The Meppershall Messenger. We are proud to carry advertising from a range of
local contacts supplying a wide variety of goods and services in our area and who are
often part of the community. Why not try them out?

We owe many of them special thanks for being available despite the recent very difficult
months. Show your appreciation by “going local” whenever you can.

Take a moment NOW to look through the useful ads in the centre section and also in
the colour section. Our advertisers make this non-profit -volunteer magazine possible.
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Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway
In light of the epidemic social distancing advice, public running days at the miniature
railway are postponed and we will publish further information in future editions of
The Meppershall Messenger. Please refer to www.bedfordmes.co.uk.
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In Memoriam

Sir Stanley Odell - died peacefully on Sunday 21st March at Meppershall Nursing
Home aged 91 years.

Sir Stanley was a lifelong member of the Conservative Party and a former Chairman
of both Mid Beds Conservative Association and the National Union of Conservative
Associations.

Our thoughts are with his wife Grace, daughters and family. We very much hope to
include an article on Sir Stanley, a renowned local figure, in a future issue.
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FAB FLO ORING CARPETS & FLOORING
l ‘n' | _

Karndean W
SADernloonnd

Showroom open
Mon - Fri 9-5pm
Saturday 9-4pm Lo CRUCIAL TRADING

Where Inspiration Begins

01462 815755 | sales@fabflooring.co.uk | 01462 817612
www.fabflooring.co.uk + Unit 12D OId Bridge Way + Shefford Industrial Park, Beds SG17 5HQ

@/ Shefford ey
Osteopathic gyjoy Lite*

- Chinic

Avoid unnecessary aches and pains!

Enjoy your hobbies. . . we can help you to:

W Stay active
X Recover from injuries

¥ Minimise pain and discomfort

Our friendly expert team has been helping
local people for over 18 years.

01462 811006 www.SheffordOstéo.coml

14a Clifton Road, Shefford, SG17 5AE

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



 THE CONIFERS

= CANINE HOTEL~—"

LUXURY

ACCOMMODATION 2/ S
HOLSTICFOODSHOP ~ | =

and mr.:r

wrsorue the-conifers.co.ulk

Experienced Accountant and Tax
Adviser based in Clophill,
Bedfordshire providing a full range of
accountancy and taxation services to
businesses and private individuals.

To arrange a free initial consultation
please telephone me on:

01525 590465

or
email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk

T 014628158585 = Chartered Tax Advises
M- OT831 11106 2
_E: _enquiries@oldjoes.co.uk .

Emma Thoulass FCA CTA
emma@et-accountancy.co.uk 01525 590465

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements



@ 97 HitchinRoad  {, 01462 813338

Shefford 24 denmanautocare@outlook.com

: 7 Core Beds. SG17 5JB a

£ www.denmanautocare.co.uk
‘x‘lb’

Your local garage for all your vehicle needs. Fast, friendly reliable
And efficient service that does not cost the earth

% MOT's £40
# Full Service from £195 + vat
0 Diagnostics £36 + vat

All parts and labour fully guaranteed
FREE COURTESY CARORCOLLECTION

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS
"
)
5

,/

Philip Allen
Tree Surgeon

& Vo

WeekmlyA Auctions

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy
the excitement of a live auction.

Antique & Modern Furniture © Clocks ® Books
Ceramics & Glassware e Pictures & Prints
Bicycles e Jewellery & Watches ¢ Collectables
Garage Tools & Equipment ¢ Household Electrical ltems
Office Furniture & Equipment ¢ Retail Products & Stock
Vehicles ¢ Horticultural & Commercial Equipment

Hitchin 824911 or 07909 716 631 Building Materials  Garden Furniture & Effects
or email on Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 OPE
allentrees(@btinternet.com 01234 266 366 peacockauction.co.uk

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




Professional Carpet, | /4

".1 A GPlumbmg Semces. R | oo tohostay 4

Trusted Locally

o for over 20 years sz
(Sheﬂo | TR B
CLEANER

. Spot and Stain Powerful
~ * Local Friendly, Fully _ Emergency / Truckmounted

Reliable Professional Service Call Out Cleaning
- o No Call Out Charge | Tile and Grout Cleans Deeper and

. Cleaning Dries Quicker
- o Free Estimates
We provide

e All Work Fully R / YRS /
~ o Explained & Guaranteed Hot Water Established 1984

For a Free On-Site Estimate

01438 211763 .. 07973 855007

Old Town, Stevenage, Hertfordshire

ContactAndrewGoodmm 817220 i
~ OrMobile: 07815735433 www.thecarpetcleaneruk.com

Available - 7 days a

Local company - EstabliSh

We specialise in all pest problems es

Phone: 0176

www.acepestcontrolbe

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Financial Matters by Paul Savuto

Put your ISA on the agenda

With the end of the tax year fast approaching (Monday 5 April), if you have cash that
you don’t need to access in the short term and would like to use some or all of this
year’s ISA allowance, don’t leave it too late and risk missing out on this opportunity
to save tax-efficiently; remember you can’t carry any unused allowance over to the
next tax year, so timing is important. The ISA allowance for the 2020/21 tax year is
£20,000 and if you’re thinking of saving tax-efficiently for a child, the Junior ISA
annual limit is £9,000. You can put all the allowance into a cash ISA, or invest the
whole amount into a stocks and shares ISA. You can also mix and match, putting
some into cash and some into stocks and shares if you wish, as long as the combined
amount doesn’t exceed your annual allowance. Now, more than ever, it's important
for people to ensure their savings are offering the best return possible. Putting
money aside tax-free is a simple way to make your savings work a little harder, an
especially useful tool for those in higher tax brackets who don’t benefit from the
Personal Savings Allowance. With many after-school kids’ clubs off the agenda, why
not invest the average spend of £57.36 per week, totalling almost £2,200 over the
course of a 38-week school year, into a JISA? It all adds up.

IHT receipts fall for first time in a decade

Inheritance Tax (IHT) receipts have fallen for the first time since 2009, according to
data from HMRC. The amount of IHT collected in the 2019/20 tax year fell 4% (or
£223m) to £5.2bn, with the introduction of the main residence nil rate band (RNRB)
said to be the primary driver behind the fall. The RNRB, introduced in 2017/18, is an
additional allowance that is available if a person’s estate includes their home and is
left to their direct descendants (children, stepchildren or grandchildren). The RNRB
currently stands at £175,000 and, when added to the nil-rate threshold (£325,000),
could give rise to an overall IHT allowance of £500,000, unless an estate exceeds
£2m, at which point the RNRB starts to reduce. If you’re married or in a civil
partnership, any unused threshold can be added to your partner’s threshold when
you die, giving a total IHT allowance of up to £1m. Beyond these thresholds, IHT is
usually payable at 40%. Could a review be on the way? With the furlough scheme
alone having already cost the government more than £39.3bn, Chancellor Rishi
Sunak may decide to alter IHT rules in the coming months to help fill the hole in his
budget.

GET IN TOUCH DGS are Independent and Chartered Financial Advisers. | am also a Chartered
Financial Planner with over 28 years financial services experience, so you are in safe hands.
For a free review of your financial situation and to discuss your plan, please contact me, Paul
Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834
499 595 or email ps@dgsifa.com, I'll be happy to talk to you and answer any questions you
have. FCA 225814.
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RESUMPTION OF SERVICES

As of Monday 29" March we will restart the following services based on the
current Government roadmap:

MONDAYS

W3 — BIGGLESWADE - Campton-Gravenhurst-Shillington-Stondon-Meppershall —
Clifton Park-Henlow

W3S — BIGGLESWADE - Stotfold - Astwick

TUESDAYS
W12 — HITCHIN — Meppershall — Shillington- Barton Le Clay
W12S — HITCHIN — Campton-Gravenhurst-Barton Le Clay

FRIDAYS

W6 — SHEFFORD —Campton-Gravenhurst-Meppershall-Southill-Broom

W7 — LETCHWORTH — Shefford-Clifton-Henlow-Arlesey

W5 - A1 RETAIL PARK (2" & 4t Fridays of the Month) Meppershall-Shefford-Clifton
Park- Clifton-Henlow-Langford-Biggleswade

As of Monday 12" April we will restart the remaining services:

WEDNESDAYS

W1 — BEDFORD - Stofold — Henlow — Langford — Broom — Southill — Stanford

W2 — BEDFORD — Clifton Park — Meppershall - Stondon - Shillington — Gravenhurst

THURSDAYS

WELWYN GARDEN CITY 1%t Thursday of the Month :

W4 — Shefford- Clifton —Southill -Broom —Langford —Henlow -Stotfold.
W14 — Gravenhurst -Shillington- Stondon — Meppershall — Shefford

ST NEOTS 2" Thursday of the Month:
W9 - Shefford — Clifton — Henlow — Langford —Broom — Southill —Caldecote
W10 - Stondon — Clifton Park — Stotfold — Astwick

MILTON KEYNES 3™ Thursday of the Month :

W11 - Meppershall =Stondon — Shillington — Gravenhurst — Clophill

W13 - Stanford — Southill = Broom — Langford — Henlow — Clifton — Shefford

EXCURSIONS — The excursion programme will begin as of the 4" Thursday of July.
For any further information : Call 0300-123-3023 or email thewanderbus@gmail.com
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NEIL BRADSHAW

LOCAL BUILDER
SPECIALIST BRICKLAYER

ALL KINDS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, GARDEN WALLS,
GROUNDWORK, PATIOS, FIREPLACES

Shawford House
118a, Shefford Road
Meppershall

Beds. SG17 5LL I
t- 01462 815016 or 07774 878244 |§
E - nbradshawbuilders@hotmail.co.uk

LUCAS, HUNTLEY & CO

Established 1978

Quality PVC-U windows, doors & conservatories
Window and door repair specialists
PVC-U fascias, soffits, guttering etc.
We are a Fensa registered, local, family run business.

Contact: Paul Lucas on: 01462 811581
Mobile: 07778 312504

51A High Street, Meppershall, Beds SG17 5LX

pclucashuntley(@gmail.com

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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FTF Worldwide Event Managem
and
~ Fully Fused Fireworks

~ AW
~ =

Over 35 years experience
of organising memorable occasions
FTF will deliver you an event to remember

big or small

01462 817640
’ n FTFWorldwideEvents
E_,f?A'_*LD,_‘_""_BE_ ¥ ) @FTFWorldEvents bl bused Freworks

[ VA NTA ="I\]
= “-‘&- -

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




WE’RE NEARLY THERE!!

KEEP AN EYE OUT

FOR RE-OPENING

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM:
The Sugar Loaf, The Walnut Tree Café
Meppershall Social Club
The Airman Kitchen Restaurant

And all our other advertisers affected by
lockdown...
(and a Messenger through the letterbox)

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

Part P approved
Electrician

Domestic and Light Commercial

e All types of electrical work
undertaken from replacing light
fittings to rewires/extensions

¢ |Local family run company
with over 25 years experience

No job is too small!

Tony Bass 8
Tel: 01462 235205 - '::s:c“
Mobile: 07778 318027 INsTALLER [==)

Email: bes.luton@sky.com

Based in Meppershall

L/na/d 4//50

I:,L\SIOTHERAPY

Chartered

_ Physiotherapist
with over 30 years
experience in both
« the Private Sector
and the NHS.

Home visits
available.
Based in
Graverhurst

i\“"“ ‘i\‘
STHERAS! o

p“

01462 711978 | 07989 257026
www.linda-allsop-physio.co.uk
lindaallsop@btinternet.com
{

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements




JOHN R FORD- FRANCHISE STANDARDS AT INDEPENDENT PRICES.

.thecostof aservice at Jonn R Ford s actually in-line with the prices you pay at
alocal independent garage? Soit stands to reason that choosing a franchised dealer
will mean that you'll get a great deal more whenit comes to service and quality.

v Servicing: All Makes & Models v Guaranteed Parts & Labour

VMOT V Manufacturers' Warranty Protected

V Tyres: budget to premium, V Manufacturer-Trained Technicians
most sizes in stock V Appointmentsavailable 6 days

v Free Collection & Delivery aweek: drop-ins welcome!

V Courtesy Cars Available V Book online or by phone

So, why wouldn't you?

John R Ford & Sons Ltd
1 Ampthill Road, Shefford SGI75BE 01462628628 wwwijohnrford.co.uk

*Subjecttoavalabilty,

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to advertisements
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Useful Contact Details in Meppershall

DEFIBRILLATORS - outside School and Post Office/Village Stores
DOCTORS, DENTISTS, PHARMACIES

NHS Direct 111

Dr Griffiths & Ptrs
Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive, Shefford SG17 5FS

Appointments 01462 810034
General queries, prescriptions etc. 01462 818620
Drs. Collins, Garragher and Neal

109 Station Rd Lower Stondon SG16 6JJ 01462 850305
Shefford Dental Practice, 34 High St Shefford 01462 814020
Shefford Dental Clinic, 99 Hitchin Road, SG17 5JB 01462 648465
Lloyds Chemists, 7 High St Shefford 01462 813283
Shefford Pharmacy

Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive 01462 818633
Police Emergency 999, non-emergency 101

Report crime online at www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report

Hospitals

Bedford Hospital 01234 355122
Lister Hospital, Stevenage 01438 314333
Utilities

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Anglian Water 03457 145145
Electrical (power cuts, overhead cable down etc) 0800 838838
Central Beds Council 0300 300 8301

CBC councillors:
Tony Brown anthony.brown@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
Mark Liddiard mark.liddiard@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk



http://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report
mailto:anthony.brown@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:mark.liddiard@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

Meppershall Parish Council

Parish Council Clerk Alessandre Marabese clerk@meppershall.org

Member of Parliament
Nadine Dorries MP dorriesn@parliament.uk

St Marys Church
Rev. Veronica Goodman, The Rectory, Church Road 01462 339962
(see the church section of The Meppershall Messenger for full details)

Library

High St, Shefford 0300 300 8067
Check times: Closed Mondays. Tuesday - Friday 9 - 6, Sat 9 - 4.
Pre-order for collection.

Whitbread Wanderbus Service

Stephanie Kirby thewanderbus@gmail.com
Shops

Village Stores, newspapers, Post Office, High Street 01462 811252
Rogers Bakery, High Street 01462 813398

Mobile Fish & Chips, Tuesdays 3.30 -7.00, Sugar Loaf car park

Schools

Meppershall Academy, High Street 01462 813293

Meppershall Pre School (Village Hall) Tamsin Osborn 07816 357159
meppershallps@gmail.com

Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford 01462 628800
Samuel Whitbread Academy, Shefford 01462 629900
Etonbury Academy, Stotfold 01462 730391
Henlow Academy 01462 813733
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill 01525 404462

Organisations

Meppershall Players Karen Mitchell 01462 816366
Meppershall Good Neighbours (GNOMES) 07760 793921
Meppershall Brownies, Suzanne Brightwell 07817 392325
Shefford Guides, Angie Griffiths 07957 462519

Shefford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers)
Kathy Georgiou 01462 629313


mailto:clerk@meppershall.org
mailto:dorriesn@parliament.uk
mailto:meppershallps@gmail.com
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The Team and Collation Dates

CONTRIBUTIONS

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but
handwritten contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the Village
Stores. Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12t of the month for
publication at the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be held
over.

DISCLAIMER

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution
published in this magazine.

THE TEAM
Joint Editors James Read & Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com
Mick Ridley
Assistant Editor Vacancy
Advertising Andrew Pain 26 Fildyke Road 07875 580069
andrewgpain@hotmail.com
Distribution Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 07831111062 / 815585
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
Production Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397
Co-ordination Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead 812983
Email: meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org
Collating Dates 2020-21
. Aug-Sept th
May Issue April 26th Double Issue July 26
June Issue June 1th (Tues) | October Issue
July Issue June 28th November Issue
Please contact Colette to confirm arrangements (contact
information above).

Please note that dates in the above table USUALLY show when collating will
take place, at 2.30pm in the Sugar Loaf, for the corresponding month,
displayed to the left. The issue being collated usually relates to the following
month. However, during the coronavirus social distancing measures, our
collation procedures have changed and we will review our plans for the
printed magazine in line with government guidance.
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