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Editorial    by Mick Ridley and James Read 
The sunniest Spring on record!  It has made a big 
difference to how many of us have felt during 
lockdown.  Of course it has made the jobs of some 
keyworkers more difficult – particularly where offices, 
hospitals and facilities have been hot places to work. 
On the upside, it definitely lifts our spirits to wake up to blue skies and breezy, warm 
days.  It has seen us out cycling more than ever before, with a doubling of bike sales 
reported by some bike shops in recent months.  Walks in the countryside through 
normally deserted fields, woods and hills have become very popular. 
On the downside, things that expand and contract under the sun’s intense rays haven’t 
faired so well.  Road surfaces are especially vulnerable and we have all begun to see 
potholes appearing in the usual – and sometimes not usual – places.  Central 
Bedfordshire Council has been prioritising roadworks.  By May, they had used the lull 
in road traffic to complete more than 600 repairs.  The A421 dualling scheme has also 
progressed well, with 80% of the carriageway now complete – bringing greater speed 
and convenience for commuters heading north or west from Meppershall and 
hopefully reducing local traffic from long distance journeys on the A507. 
Central Beds Council are working hard to follow up on reports of potholes and road 
issues from us – the public.  They need to know where they are!  If you see one, or fall 
into one, please take the time to report it to CBC at https://beta.cb-report-it.co.uk.  
Just how sunny has it been?  England’s previous record for hours of sunshine during 
Spring (March to May) was 594 hours.  This year that record was smashed as we 
recorded a total of 696 hours of blazing sun (slightly less for the UK as a whole).  But it 
hasn’t been the hottest Spring on record – it was the 8th-warmest and 5th-driest.  We 
are all rooting for the local farms, hoping they get the rainfall they still need for a good 
harvest.  What a turnaround from the water-logged soils early in 2020 that prevented 
drilling (sowing of crops) until later than usual and forced some to choose crops that 
they would not usually favour. 
With more of us out there moving around on foot or by pedal power, road safety is a 
top concern.  We have probably all experienced that weird feeling as we get back 
properly behind the wheel after many days, weeks or even months of very little 
driving.  Our driving skills take a bit of time to fully return but being able to go for a 
spin is a great feeling.  Please let’s take care, observe speed limits and remember the 
more vulnerable road users we all share the highway with – bikers, walkers and 
runners who are other people’s children, mums, dads, mates… keep them safe. 
On p5 of this issue you will see information from the Parish Council about new road 
safety measures in Meppershall as well as a chance to send in your own ideas and 
comments about areas of danger and what could be done about them. 
Finally, on housing and development, take a look at the important information on p4 
from Central Beds.  They are taking further comments on their ‘Local Plan’ which sets 
out how they plan to develop our region for many years to come.  To keep enjoying 
our open countryside, we need plenty of big successful farms sitting within the wilds 
of Mid Beds.  But it needs your voice behind it, so get informed and get involved.  

https://beta.cb-report-it.co.uk/
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Letters to the Editors 
 
Dear Editors 
 
As frustrating and worrying as this time has been it has given those of us who are able 
to get out the opportunity to take walks in the local area. With my husband I have 
explored public footpaths in every direction from the village and all give beautiful 
views of open countryside. Often the only other living things we have seen have been 
horses, deer and cattle. 
 
When we were able, we drove a very short distance and found new footpaths to 
explore from  Gravenhurst, Upper Stondon and Henlow. 
 
On our walks, on meeting other people, everyone shared the opinion that we are very 
lucky to live in this area. Most of us have a garden to sit in or occupy our time with, 
many of us can walk around the village and beyond, and see green fields and trees. 
 
Like many others, I don't like all the changes which have taken place in Meppershall in 
the three decades since we came here, and deplore the lack of investment in local 
services for the growing population, but we can't blame others for wanting to share 
what we have. 
 
The people who move to the village must be quite hurt by some of the comments on 
the facebook page at times. The comments don't portray Meppershall as the warm 
friendly place they hoped they were coming to. 
 
Let's just be kind, as every advert on the televisions seems to add, especially at this 
time. 
 
Name Supplied 
 
The editors respond… 
 
Thank you for this important reminder to look out for eachother and share the 
welcome to our wonderful part of the world, whether we have lived here 10 days, 10 
years or many decades.  The frequent references to “our village” by many who have 
lived here for a while are sometimes misunderstood.  For us, at least, talking about 
“our village” is an invitation for everyone to think of it as a place they have a stake in, 
a place they have some ownership of (whether or not they are home owners) and a 
place where they can rely on the friendship and support of others.  There is much in 
the village that is the direct result of volunteering – from the work of the Parish 
Council, to the Meppershall GNOMES, the Craft Club or this very magazine.  We would 
encourage everyone to consider how they can be part of what is going on around them 
in some way.  In the end, nothing is more important in a village than the people who 
live in it.  It is certainly always uplifting to share a “hello” and a smile with others that 
we see on our walks.  Thanks again for your thoughtful letter.  
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Central Bedfordshire Local Plan  - Additional 
Evidence published for Feedback 
Following the public Examination of Central Bedfordshire’s Local 
Plan last summer, the Planning Inspector asked the Council a 
number of questions.  

In order to address these questions additional evidence has been submitted to the 
Inspectors and is now available on the Council’s website for comment.  

The additional evidence consists of: 

• a supplementary Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and non-technical summary 
• 3 technical papers on housing, employment and transport 
• 6 additional evidence documents that have informed the work 

All comments will be forwarded to the Planning Inspectors to assist their deliberations 
and any changes they recommend to the Local Plan.  

Cllr Kevin Collins, Executive Member for Planning and Regeneration said: “This is an 
important step in moving the Local Plan forward to adoption. 

“Adoption of our Local Plan is one of our highest priorities because it will serve to 
protect the community against speculative development and ensure that we can build 
communities with the supporting jobs, infrastructures and services that make Central 
Bedfordshire a great place to live.” 

The consultation will run for eight weeks from 18th June to 5pm 12th August 2020.  

You can view the documents and give your feedback online at  

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/localplan  

Alternatively, you can make an appointment to view paper copies at the Council 
Offices in Chicksands (Priory House) and in Dunstable (Watling House) by calling 0300 
300 4353. 

Central Bedfordshire Ward Councillor Grant Scheme Expansion 
Following the successful launch of this scheme last year, Central Bedfordshire has 
some exciting news about its expansion. 

The Executive has agreed additional funding of £1,000 for each Ward Councillor to be 
able to use to support local groups, including Town and Parish Councils, which are 
dealing with the direct consequences of the current public health emergency. The 
report can be found here  

https://bit.ly/2BpkjDp 

The impacts of Covid 19 in our communities have already been enormous.  Thousands 
of our residents are being advised to shield themselves from the risk of infection by 
self -isolating for a period of many weeks, others have regrettably contracted the virus 
and of course everyone has to a greater or lesser degree experienced the 
consequences of the lock down with particular challenges in terms of employment and 
incomes being affected. 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/localplan%C2%A0
https://bit.ly/2BpkjDp
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Our communities have already responded magnificently to the situation in many ways, 
with established groups as well as newly created community and voluntary groups 
stepping up to assist. 

In recognition of impacts of Covid 19, Executive approval of the expanded grant 
scheme means Ward Councillors can work with these groups to understand where the 
local pressure points are and to help to access funds to relieve these. Unlike the 
established scheme, bids for the Covid 19 grants do not need to be match funded. 

Applications can be submitted online from Friday 19th June. We will use the same 
processes already in place for the Ward Councillor grant scheme. Guidance for 
applicants is also being updated and will be on the website together with the 
application form. 

Cllr Tracey Stock – Executive Member Health and Wellbeing and Communities 

Meppershall Parish Council – Road Safety Measures 

 
Following on from recent requests from residents, applications have been submitted 
to Central Bedfordshire Council to consider:  

• A pedestrian crossing over Shefford Road adjacent to Hoo Road giving safer 
access to the pathway leading to the village hall.    

• A new 20mph speed limit order for Fildyke Road and Walnut Tree Way.   
Residents can view the progress of these applications by visiting 
https://www.cb-report-it.co.uk/trackit.aspx and using reference numbers 
340782 for Walnut Tree Way and 340785 for Fildyke Road. 

Do you have any other requests for road safety measures e.g.: pedestrian crossing 
locations, 20mph speed reductions, speed bumps, road markings, signage, parking 
restrictions that you think would be beneficial for the village?   

It should be borne in mind these applications if accepted can take many months or 
even years to become a reality.  It is therefore essential that requests are made as 
soon as possible before new housing and the extra traffic they bring become a reality. 

Please email any comments and suggestions you have to clerk@meppershall.org  

YOUR ROADS 
YOUR VIEWS 

YOUR FOCUS 
Road safety is as important to 
us as it is to you.  That’s why 

we’re asking for your views and 
concerns about road safety in 
our village, and how we can 
help to make things better.  

about:blank
about:blank
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GNOMES (Meppershall Good Neighbours) 
Shops are now open, we are moving around a little more 
freely but we still have vulnerable people in our village 
unable to take advantage.  We would like to thank the 
members of the Craft Club who have voluntarily made 
and distributed a face mask to those we know to be 
vulnerable. This was a kind and generous action on their 
part.  Not only that but they have made scrubs for the 
nurses in the Health Centre and headbands for them to 
make the continual wearing of a face mask more 
comfortable.  So well done to the Craft Club. 

Stondon surgery, be it for an appointment or to collect 
medication, you must wear a mask. Shefford Health 

Centre require you to wear a mask for appointments.  We are not sure if this also 
applies to the collection of prescriptions.  The GNOMES advice to everyone going to 
any outlet is to wear a mask. 

We know for a fact the Bedford Hospital has commenced certain out-patient 
appointments once more.  This could create a demand for transportation.  At present 
the GNOMES cannot meet this need because we do not have the drivers, the 
recommended protective equipment needed nor the materials to deep clean a car 
after every use.  We are looking into what other agencies do and perhaps we will come 
up with a solution. So if you are offered an appointment then please request hospital 
transport. 

Our band of volunteers, who have never faltered to respond to demands on their time 
to help our villagers, are still around and willing to help where they can.   

For those of you without access to the internet, so unable to join in the online worship, 
the Church has a “Listen to Worship” line open so that you can keep in touch.  Simply 
call 01462 559112 (charge as for a normal call) and listen to the weekly sermon by Rev 
Roni and sing along to a hymn. 

Please stay safe and if you need help, please just call.  Finally, should you wish to 
volunteer please pass your contact details to lovemeppershall@meppershall.org or 
call the GNOMES. Car drivers under 70 years old especially welcomed. 

07760 793921 

 Meppershall Book Club  - still reading!    
A huge thankyou to all the members for keeping this group 

going during the current situation. 
Our most recent book is - No Further Questions by 
Gillian McAllister.  
We look forward to a time when the club can once again meet 

together in the Walnut Tree Cafe. 
Annmarie Leake 

  

mailto:lovemeppershall@meppershall.org
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Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk     facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman 

01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962   Chris Valentine 01462 815971   
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Message from St Mary’s  

As I sit and reflect on this month’s article we have only just opened St Mary’s Church 
for the first time since ‘lockdown’ started. As I entered through the open door, the 
church looked beautiful with the sun streaming in through the stained glass windows 
and it presented a cool atmosphere away from the blazing sun on the June heatwave.  
But, it was, as they say, ‘a new normal.’ Much of the church has been cordoned off and 
of course there are instructions to ensure social distancing and hand sanitising. 
However after 12 long weeks, St Mary’s, which has been welcoming people for almost 
a thousand years, was again opening its doors to the people. 

Small steps, perhaps but it was a joy to be able to walk into the peace and tranquility 
of the building and to spend some time in private prayer and quiet meditation. If 
lockdown has taught us anything I suspect it will have been our need and desire for 
those times of quiet and reflection taken in the midst of the fears and stresses caused 
by the pandemic. Whether people of faith or not the last few months have taught us 
the importance of caring for our mental wellbeing. For me it has been a delight to see 
the pictures posted by people on social media of the beautiful sights which surround 
us in our everyday life. Close ups of flowers in bloom; birds in flight and fields of crops 
growing; beautiful shots of the sunrise and sunsets over our village - they have all 
made us feel closer to the peace and beauty of nature. If you have enjoyed these sights 
then you may also like to watch the short video clips on the St Mary’s Facebook page. 
These short films were made by James and Miriam and show the most amazing sights 
of the nature that surrounds us in Meppershall. 

The beauty of the nature which surrounds us reminds me of the words from Psalm 113 
“From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be 
praised.” The psalmist was reflecting that same desire which we have today; the desire 
to find a quiet peace and a still calm. Whether we find this calm in the peace and 

mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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tranquillity of our beautiful ancient church or in the wonders of nature, the positive 
effects on our wellbeing bring tranquillity and refreshment to our souls. As our ‘new 
normal’ continues to bring changes may we all continue to find those moments and 
places which recharge our souls. 

Keith Callard - Reader: St Mary’s, Meppershall 

Church News and Events in July 
St Mary’s is now open on Wednesdays for private prayer, 10.30am-6.30pm.  We are 
so happy to be welcoming people back, even if it is just in this modest way at the 
moment.  When you come, you will find a range of social distancing measures and 
sanitizing in place and we ask you very seriously to follow the instructions. Please do 
everything you can to keep others safe and to stay safe yourself while enjoying the 
peace and inspiration of Meppershall’s oldest building and our thriving church 
community. We will continue to review the situation and consider wider opening of 
the church depending on public health guidance and church policy nationally. 

Our LIVE services each day at ‘9and9’ 
continue on the website and Facebook.  
Morning prayer is based on the Lectio 
365 24-7 Prayer App  (Google 
“Lectio365” to find it) and evening prayer 
is from the Church of England Daily 
Prayer App. Install both, for free, to your 
phone if you are interested, or just join 
via your browser on phone or PC. 

Please also join our Sunday services, 
10.30am LIVE on Facebook.  An 
Order of Service and Family 
Activities can be downloaded from 
the website or Facebook or they can 
be delivered to you.  Just call!  You 
can also use our phone-in service – 
see the advert here – call 559112.   

Please click here for our Facebook 
page; here for our website; and 
here for our YouTube channel. 
(where you can find our weekly 
hymn and film).  We’re with you. 

 

For those of you who would like to be prayed for specifically and/or by name - we have 
a small group of intercessors who will continue to pray confidentially for those who 
ask for prayers.  If being held in prayer in that way is something you would like, please 
talk to Roni 339962 /  07533376880  or Chris Valentine  07701 039324.  

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
https://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRjDLGAy8GI6afkO8iALYOA
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The Meppershall Players at S.T.M.A. 
As we are still resting, I thought I would carry on where we 
left off in the June edition. 
 

I would have liked to elaborate on the MADS (Meppershall Amateur Dramatic Society) 
but unfortunately that was the only information we have on the forerunner of the 
Players (see June edtion of The Meppershall Messenger).   

But let’s imagine it’s December 1972 and Spring & Port Wine, a three act comedy by 
Bill Naughton, is being performed at Meppershall Village Hall on the 5th, 6th & 7th. The 
cast & crew is as follows: 

Daisy Crompton - Jessie Niven, Florence Crompton - Barbara Hammond, Betsy Jane –  

Fiona Mowe, Wilfred Crompton - Paul Carne, Harold Crompton - Robin Mowe, Hilda 
Crompton – Jennifer Piercy. 

Front of House Manager - Bill Anderson, Props - Angela Spicer & Melanie Niven, 
Costumes -  Margaret Lynch & Doris Button, Make-up - Pamela Greenhalgh. 

SYNOPSIS -The action takes place in the mid-sixties. The Crompton family, middle class 
and perhaps slightly superior to their neighbours, live in an industrial town. The head 
of the house is somewhat tyrannical whilst mother is torn between loyalty to her 
husband and maternal feelings for her children. Although father instigates the crisis, 
“Tiddly-poo”, the family cat, unwittingly, brings it to a climax.  

This play was presented at the mermaid theatre in 1965 with Alfred Marks & Ruth 
Dunning in the leading roles. I still remember going to see this play with Mum. I felt 
very grown up going to see a play (I was ten at the time). Back in 1972 the entrance 
into the hall was at the side approximately where the Social Club entrance use to be 
and you walked straight into the main hall, as the social club area used to be the 
kitchen and toilets. The chairs we’re all laid out in rows with a central aisle and aisles 
on both ends. I can’t remember if they were on duty that evening but Lyn Akenbrooke 
and Yvonne Wiltshire dressed in pretty long dresses, and with little cloth money bags, 
used to come round selling programmes for the Meppershall Players’ early 
productions (I was so envious of both their job and pretty dresses). 

The price of the programme that night was 3p, which Mum and I perused together 
after being shown to our seats. I remember we were sat on the right hand side looking 
at the stage about five rows back from the front. Having spotted my brother Paul’s 
name in the cast section I couldn’t wait for the curtain to rise (they actually drew apart) 
and the play to commence so I could see him on stage (well mum did buy the tickets 
mainly to see her eldest son make his debut with the Meppershall Players at the ripe 
old age of fifteen!). 

The music began to play, the lights dimmed, the curtains opened and I was caught up 
in a marvellous performance from start to finish. I can still see Jessie and Bill as Mother 
and Father, and the fuss about the fish that young Wilfred (played by our Paul) refused 
to eat. Such was Jessie’s performance that night that when years later I was offered 
the part (I think it was twenty-five years later) I turned it down. I thought she played 
the part brilliantly and didn’t believe I could do it as well. I have never regretted that 
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decision, and of all the plays I’ve seen by the Players, that play and Jessie’s, Bill’s and 
Paul’s performances still remain fresh in my mind. The Meppershall Players were 
definitely here to stay. Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336 

 

Finance by Paul Savuto 
3 reasons you need a financial plan if you’re retiring in the next 5 years 

Over the last few decades, you have probably been saving into your pension, almost 
unthinkingly, ready for a retirement that seemed a long way off.  That life milestone 
may now be fast approaching. And, after all those years of hard work, it’s important 
not to let your foot off the gas too early.  You might have a large pension fund, but do 
you have a plan? Thinking about when you want to retire, how much money you have 
and what your retirement will look like, is essential if you’re to ensure you make the 
most of your hard-earned gains.  Here are three reasons you need a financial plan if 
you’re intending to retire in the next few years. 

1. YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT YOU INTEND TO DO IN RETIREMENT (AND HOW 
MUCH IT WILL COST) 

When considering your retirement, you need to think about what you intend to do 
when you stop working. This will clearly play a large part in dictating the amount of 
money you need.  With a few years to go until your retirement, now is a good time to 
reflect on what really matters. Whether it’s travelling, hobbies, or more time with the 
grandkids, there are no wrong answers when it comes to planning your retirement.  
Nor is a plan you make now set in stone. But your retirement plan does represent the 
culmination of decades of hard work and it’s important to give it the time it needs.  
Thinking about the sort of retirement you want will also give you  
an idea of how much money you’ll need to fund your lifestyle.Research by Which? in 
2019, found that the average retired household spent around £27,000 a year, 
including all the basic areas of expenditure and some luxuries, such as European 
holidays, hobbies and eating out.  The study also found that you’d need £42,000 a year 
if you include luxuries such as long-haul trips and a new car every five years.  Now’s 
the time to start thinking about your plans, and how much you’ll need to find your 
desired standard of living. 

2. YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT PROVISION YOU HAVE ALREADY MADE 

Now you know how much money you need to fund your retirement, it’s time to 
establish what provision you have already made. Remember that your retirement 
income won’t just comprise the pension plans you hold; it will come from other areas 
too. This study by the Department for Work and Pensions found that only around 70% 
of the income of pensioner couples came from benefits (including the State Pension) 
and pension income, with the rest from other sources.  
Firstly, you should establish your State Pension entitlement. The amount you get will 
depend on the number of qualifying years you have, and whether there are any gaps 
in your National Insurance contributions (NICs).  To get the full State Pension of £9,110 
per year (in 2020/21) you’ll need 35 qualifying years of NICs. Request a forecast to find 

https://www.which.co.uk/money/pensions-and-retirement/starting-to-plan-your-retirement/how-much-will-you-need-to-retire-atu0z9k0lw3p
https://www.gov.uk/check-state-pension
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out the amount of State Pension you will get when you retire.  You should then request 
a pension forecast for any other pensions that you have paid into. These might be 
through company pensions you have previously been a member of, or personal 
pensions. Request a forecast from the administrator or provider to get an idea of what 
you can expect to receive. 
Use the government’s Pension Tracing Service to track down the contact details for 
any lost pensions. In addition to your pension benefits, your retirement income may 
also come from: 

• Earnings – Phased retirement is becoming increasingly popular. According to 
People Management, 52% of adults will continue to work in some capacity after 
they retire, abandoning the traditional cliff-edge retirement. You may generate 
some of your retirement income by remaining in work, perhaps part-time 

• Other investments – you may have other sources of income too, such as a Buy 
to Let property or an investment portfolio that aims to deliver a reliable income. 

Establishing a financial plan will take all these factors into account. Cash flow planning 
can also benefit you, as your forecasted retirement income can be modelled against 
your lifestyle to ensure you can meet your financial goals. 

 
Source: Department of Work and Pensions 
(Please see the colour version of this graph in the online version of The Meppershall 
Messenger at http://bit.ly/MessengerIssues). 

3. YOU CAN MAKE UP ANY SHORTFALL 

It is only by having a financial plan in place that you can focus on your long-term goals 
and set about achieving them.  If you’re looking to bring your retirement date forward, 
you need to know that your retirement pot will allow you to maintain your desired 
lifestyle for the rest of your life. If you add big-ticket retirement plans like world travel, 
provisions for the cost of your later-life care, and possible inheritance planning, you 

https://www.gov.uk/find-pension-contact-details
https://www.peoplemanagement.co.uk/news/articles/half-uk-adults-plan-work-past-retirement-finds-survey
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/822623/pensioners-incomes-series-2017-18-report.pdf
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might find you have a shortfall.  Creating a financial plan will help you tackle any 
shortfall. You have time and a firm plan to top up your pensions and making the most 
of allowances and tax efficiencies in the run-up to retirement. 
Top up your pension  
Pensions are tax-efficient, so if you are looking to retire early, or find yourself with 
insufficient funds to maintain your desired lifestyle in retirement, topping up your 
pensions is a great place to start. You’ll need to be aware of several allowances, such 
as the Lifetime and Annual Allowance, so if you’re not sure which allowances applies 
to you, we can help. 
Top up your ISA 
The current ISA allowance is £20,000 but it can’t be carried over into the next tax 
year. If you haven’t invested your full amount for the tax year, consider doing so 
each year in the run-up to your retirement.  Interest earned from a Cash ISA is tax-
free and gains made in a Stocks and Shares ISA are free of both Income Tax and 
Capital Gains Tax (CGT). 

THE VALUE OF ADVICE WHEN CREATING A FINANCIAL PLAN 
Pension Freedoms were introduced in 2015 and gave retirees more flexibility in how 
they accessed their pension funds. With the increased flexibility came a greater 
degree of responsibility too.  As well as the more traditional annuity option – a 
regular income guaranteed for life – it also became possible to take your whole fund 
as a lump sum and to opt for phased drawdown.  Choosing how to take your pension 
is a big decision and can have a range of tax implications. So, seeking financial advice 
should be something that you consider as you move towards your retirement.  
Having a long-term financial plan in place also has measurable benefits. Independent 
charity and think-tank, the International Longevity Centre (ILC), recently conducted a 
report into the benefits of receiving financial advice and found that those who seek 
advice are better off than those who don’t. They found that: 

• Those who received financial advice between 2001 and 2006 were more than 
£47,000 better off, on average, by 2014/16 than those who took no advice 

• Pension pots were 50% higher, on average, for those who saw an adviser 
regularly, compared to those who only took one-off advice at the start. 

 
Real financial planning has a genuine, and calculable, impact on your assets and the 
amount of money you take into retirement. Not only that, but it could also impact 
when you enter retirement and the type of retirement you enjoy. 

GET IN TOUCH 
If you’re concerned about the recent stock market volatility, or you think it’s time to 
review your long-term plans, please get in touch.  DGS are Independent and 
Chartered Financial Advisers. I am also a Chartered Financial Planner with over 25 
years financial services experience, so you are in safe hands.  For a free review of 
your financial situation and to discuss your plan, please contact me, Paul Savuto, 
AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 
499 595 or email ps@dgsifa.com, I’ll be happy to talk to you and answer any 
questions you have. FCA 225814.  

https://ilcuk.org.uk/financial-advice-provides-47k-wealth-uplift-in-decade/
mailto:ps@dgsifa.com


 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 

ROGERS BAKERY 
High St. Meppershall 

Shefford, Beds. 
SG17 5LZ 

01462 813398 
RogersBakery@aol.com 

 
Fresh Bread Daily 
Celebration Cakes 

our Speciality 
Filled Rolls &  
Sandwiches 

1983 - 2019 
36 Years 

Quality & Service 

Every Tuesday 
in the Sugar Loaf car park (for now) 

3.30-7.00pm 
Pop down and ‘Try our Fry’! 
To avoid waiting in the cold, 

call to place your order: 

07833 786108 
A Big Thank You to all our customers 

who have loyally supported us 

Malc’s 
Garden Services 

 
Grass and hedge cutting 
Fence and Shed Repair 

Small General Maintenance 
Telephone: 07921572065 
malcsgm@hotmail.co.uk 



 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 

ROGER CHAPMAN 
Home & Garden  Services 

 
 Patios 
 Driveways 
 Fencing 
 Brickwork 
 Tiling 
 Painting and decorating 

   

 
30 Years’ Experience 

No Job Too Small! 
 

01462 850575 
or 

07950311881 

Locally based in Henlow 

Well established company 

GAS SAFE registered 

Root ’n Branch 
 

Your Local 
Friendly & Reliable Gardener 

 

All aspects of 
Garden Maintenance 

undertaken 
 

PRUNING • MOWING   
WEEDING • PLANTING 

HEDGING 
 

Contact Kevin on 
     

         Tel : 07771 537385 

   Email: whooley@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Shefford based 

Bedfordshire’s Premier Taxi 
and Private Hire Company 

 

Shefford Based 
 

Airport Transfers 
Stag & Hen Parties 

Golfing Weekends 

Executive Travel 

Local Taxi Services in Bedfordshire 
 

 
01462 812320  

 

www.soloprivatehire.co.uk 
Email: sales@soloprivatehire.co.uk 



 

Please mention the Meppershall Messenger when responding to an advertisement 

 Painting 

 Decorating 

 Wallpapering 

 Tiling 

 Artexing 

DAVE HANKINS 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
PAINTER/DECORATOR 

 
Tel:   01462 815953 
Mob: 07770 807425 

 Free          

Estimates 

 Competitive 

Quotes 

 All Insurance 

work carried 
out 

Specialising in all Interior 
and Exterior Work 

                                                           
 
 
   

Est 1976, Free Estimates, 

Friendly & Reliable Service 
 

Turfing,    Patios Laid,  

Block Paving,    Brick Piers,  

Garden Walls,    Fencing, 

Tree & Hedge Cutting,  

Gardens Cleared  

Registered Waste Carriers 

 

MARTIN ROE 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

 

Quality assured 
All aspects 

 

Telephone:  07973 532430 

Tel:    01234 381854  

07885 442800, 07398 268956                                                                                                   

    www.dhandsons.co.uk 
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LUCAS, HUNTLEY & CO 
Established 1978 

 
Quality PVC-U windows, doors & conservatories 

Window and door repair specialists 
PVC-U fascias, soffits, guttering etc. 

We are a Fensa registered, local, family run business.  
 

Contact: Paul Lucas on: 01462 811581 
Mobile: 07778 312504 
51A High Street, Meppershall, Beds SG17 5LX 

 

pclucashuntley@gmail.com 

 

NEIL BRADSHAW 
LOCAL BUILDER 
SPECIALIST BRICKLAYER 

 

 ALL KINDS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 
        EXTENSIONS,  ALTRERATIONS, GARDEN WALLS,  
           GROUNDWORK, PATIOS, FIREPLACES  

 

Shawford House 
118a, Shefford Road 
Meppershall 
Beds. SG17 5LL 

t - 01462 815016  or  07774 878244 
E - nbradshawbuilders@hotmail.co.uk 
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Experienced Accountant and Tax 
Adviser based in Clophill, 

Bedfordshire providing a full range of 
accountancy and taxation services to 
businesses and private individuals. 

 

To arrange a free initial consultation 
please telephone me on: 

 01525 590465  
or  

email emma@et-accountancy.co.uk 
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The Cakebread Chronicles – News From Shefford Health Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We send our appreciation and good wishes to everyone involved in local health 
services at these very challenging times – especially to the whole team at Cakebread 
& Partners, Shefford Health Centre and Stondon Surgery.  
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Shefford Leisure Group by Enid Pamment 
And so it all continues!! The rules are not quite so stringent… or 
maybe we are all getting more used to it! I must confess, walking 
across the beautiful fields and meeting other local residents, 
even just a friendly word to pass the time of day makes one feel 
so much better. Even our dog has met up with his cousin who 
also lives in the village!! 

Refunds for people who had booked for the cruise are on their way. It is anticipated 
they should be with you by the middle of July. 

I have just cancelled our weekend trip to Warner’s in Lowestoft. Although Warner’s 
are still open for business there are so many restrictions on what you can and can’t 
do. They have everything under control and have done very well but it wouldn’t be the 
same. Also - we have to get there!! We would have to use two coaches to comply with 
the rules and regulations and use of the toilet on the coach is not allowed! Quite 
honestly it is not viable. All monies paid for this trip have been refunded. 

The only other trip we have booked is Thursford. We have been in touch with the 
management and they will advise the people who have booked if the show will go 
ahead. They plan to let us know this information at the end of August. 

Some of our organisers are taking chances, but I would rather not – even if London 
theatres are open one still has to get there and one cannot avoid mingling with the 
crowds! Your safety is my prime consideration. So in the meantime, once again, keep 
safe, keep well and keep enjoying our wonderful scenery. 

Enid xx 

  

Let’s Hear It For The Advertisers! 
 

 
When it comes to looking for good local services, tradespeople and businesses – 
look first in The Meppershall Messenger.  We are proud to carry advertising from a 
range of local contacts supplying a wide variety of goods and services in our area 
and who are often part of the community.  Why not try them out? 
 
We owe many of them special thanks for often being available despite the recent 
very difficult months.  Show your appreciation by “going local” whenever you can. 
 
Take a moment NOW to look through the useful ads in the centre section and also 

in the colour section.  Our advertisers make this non-profit all-volunteer village 
magazine possible. 
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Diary of an Allotment  by Zoe Cox 
As we settle into the long summer months, life on the allotment moves to a new phase.  
The bulk of the planting has been done and now the watering and weeding begin in 
earnest. Alongside, the harvesting can begin with salad crops and spring onions being 
ready as well as some soft fruit. 
The successes of the year are already making themselves known and the failures 
haven’t yet shown themselves up to the point of no return so hope is very much alive.   
During this time of the year we are able to take a moment and develop our friendships 
with fellow plot holders. The sense of community on the allotment site is strong. We 
all experience the same challenges at the same time. This makes for some strong 
connections between allotment holders. 

During the hard digging season friends give us the encouragement to keep going and 
remind us of how the plot looked before - and how it will get there again. During the 
cold and windy days in the early season there is a knowing nod acknowledging the less 
than pleasant conditions. We know we could stay at home with a nice warm cup of tea 
but the serenity and beauty of working on the plot and looking across the field at the 
water tower draws us to the allotment. 
Of course, by this time of the allotment year the atmosphere is very different, and 
those cold days are behind us. The sunshine warms our skin and every visit is full of 
delight as there is something new about to be harvested. There is no greater pleasure 
than picking a crop of strawberries and early raspberries.  
The new people have made an impact and they bring energy and enthusiasm which 
makes the rest of us think about new ideas we could bring to our own plots. This year 
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I have been very much impressed by the upcycled shed which has been painted with 
a bee. It brings a beach hut theme which I like. I smile every time I walk past. 
I hope newcomers have felt welcomed and supported because friendships are very 
important on the allotments. We need the old hands to advise us when we are new 
and offer tips but there is definitely a line which must not be crossed because each 
plot is unique and the plotholder has their own idea of what they would like to do. 
Sometimes I wander around just to look at the tapestry of creativity which makes up 
the site. Benches are becoming common and when lockdown is over we are all 
promising to sit down and share a drink together. 
Another aspect of the friendships is the support you need at this time of the year. Just 
when everything is looking good, it’s not a time to be slacking off and going on holiday. 
Without watering you will return to a sad looking plot and all the early promise of a 
bountiful harvest will be as dried up and parched as the soil you stand upon. During 
the summer holidays you need a kind friend who will water your plot so there is no 
better arrangement than making a deal with a fellow plot holder that you will water 
theirs if they water yours.  

Of course, there is no offer to do the weeding as that is a task which rests on your own 
shoulders. The weeds grow quickly in the summer heat. Keeping on top of them is 
crucial so they don’t compete for water and nutrients with your vegetables. Although 
the task is never ending you will always find a friend who will commend your efforts 
and together you stand and admire neatness of a row of vegetables without a weed 
to be seen.   
My final observation on allotment friendships is that everyone is willing everyone else 
to do well. What you produce is down to your own efforts but your allotment friends 
are with you all the way. 
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 Local Friendly, Fully 
   Reliable Professional Service 

 No Call Out Charge 

 Free Estimates 

 All  Work Fully 

 Explained & Guaranteed 

 

    ACE  PEST  LTD 
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Birthdays 
The Messenger team send their heartfelt congratulations to: 

Alan Pritchard who will be 90 
Alan delivered the Messenger up to his 80th birthday! 
 
Margaret Gardner will be 85. 
 
Jess Read will be 18. 
 
 

Pamela Joan Flint 23/12/1929 - 09/05/2020   By Richard and Alison. 
 

Pamela Joan Flint known by many; some knew her as Joan some knew her as Pam. 

Pamela Millard was born on the 23rd of December 1929 in Meppershall High Street in 
a little cottage, behind what was the old garage opposite Crackle Hill Road, to Lillian 
and Frederick Millard and is survived by her children, Richard and Alison, her brother 
Derek 91 and 6 Grandchildren and one Great Granddaughter. The Millards are one of 
the oldest families in Meppershall and have always been involved in farming and mum 
was no exception to that. 

At an early age Pam was a keen horse rider, always out wandering around the village 
and surrounding area with her cousin, Sheila Millard.  

She attended Meppershall School and informed us not long ago that she was part of 
the first intake to go to Robert Bloomfield School when the school opened. 

Mum was an avid football supporter. She followed the sport relentlessly attending 
many matches. At the time, Shillington had a very good football team - quite high in 
the Midlands league for semi-professional players. This is where she would meet her 
husband Arthur Flint, a left footed striker who at the time was playing for St Neots, 
Shillington and West Brom, which is where his career ended with injury, Bedfordshire 
County and the East Midlands teams. This was a gateway to football heaven and a 
partnership that was soon to bloom. Mum used to brave wet, wind, rain and snow and 
go with dad wherever he played. The mode of transport a Vincent motorbike and side 
car. She even made the journey to the 1966 world cup of which she kept the program 
that has been used for several school projects by her grandchildren over the years. 

During this time, she worked at various places Moss’s at Shefford and the Glove and 
Parachute factory to name a few. 

Often she would surprise her grandchildren watching a game on the tv when the 
commentator would mention a name and she would say, “ your Grandad used to play 
with his dad (I remember him when he was a little boy)” – stunned, and after further 
investigation a story would unfold - the last story only last year at 89 - sharp memory!! 
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Mum was a long-time contributor to the village fundraising over the years when she 
could and stalwart member of the Meppershall W.I. Featuring in many competitions 
over the years, the Meppershall    W.I. were proud winners of the W.I. County Darts 
Championship for quite a few years running. We remember the weekly practices 
around at the house when I was younger and the constant home and away matches. 
We also remember the cup that proudly sat on the side. It seemed never to leave 
Meppershall for a few years running with older members now sadly gone along with 
mum representing the team. 

In her later years she was still attending W.I. although when Meppershall had dissolved 
she attended Gravenhurst W.I. 

Many of you will know that our mother was also a bit of a “plant doctor”. She was a 
member of the Henlow and District Fuchsia Club. Over the years we can remember 
the sideboard littered with cups and rosettes of wins or runners up. At one point I 
seem to remember having to navigate through the hundreds of fuchsias in the 
conservatory and patio with a ring fence of about 2 foot; good luck if you got any closer 
!! It was like a jungle out there. 

Many times, we remember mum coming home with plants other people had asked 
her to resurrect. Many saw her as the plant guru. Problem was 6 more from cuttings 
appeared and stayed. You would mostly find her in the garden as this was one of her 
greatest passions and often people would walk by and stop for a chat leading to a cup 
of tea and saying goodbye an hour or two later. 

Mum and Dad moved to further along Shefford Road to the current farm and location 
in the early 70’s after, ironically, selling the 5 Acre farm to Penny and Mick Trundle 
who were to become great friends of the family over the years. As children, you would 
find mum hard at work helping dad most days on the farm.  Mum and Dad had pigs, 
poultry, a large greenhouse and veg shop. People used to come for miles for the 
famous tomatoes and potatoes that where grown on the farm. 

Mum also ran the papers in the village for 40 years, retiring from this in the late 90’s 
and selling the business to the local shop. Many people around still tell me how they 
remember picking potatoes and being a paper round girl/boy. 

Most people will remember mum for buzzing around the village and nearly all would 
be amazed at learning her age to be coming up to her 90’s. Whenever we met people 
in the village, this would always lead to one question, “How’s your Mum” which can 
only be a testament to the regard in which people held her.  

One of mum’s favorite hymns which summed up who she was is “All Things Bright and 
Beautiful” 

She will be sadly missed.  
Thank you for this great article, Richard and Alison; the whole Messenger team 
sends love and best wishes on the loss of your Mum, a wonderful life-long member 
of the village community.  
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Warden Abbey Vineyard, Old Warden, Bedfordshire 
Open Day and Wine Sale, with Local Food and Crafts 

Sunday 13th Sept 11- 4pm 

We are making changes this year to comply with Covid 19 guidance. 

Please check our website nearer the time for the latest situation and entry details. 

Advance booking may be required. Come and find out the story of the medieval 
vineyard and abbey, and how we care for the vines all year round at this community 
run project. In addition to offering tea and cakes we hope to have all our regular stall 
holders with us, including BBQ and ice creams www.wardenvineyard.org.uk. 

Trugs & Trowels – Campton Gardening Club 
“A human being is part of a whole, called by us the ‘Universe,’ a part limited in time and 

space. He experiences himself, his thoughts and feelings, as something separated from the 
rest– a kind of optical delusion of his consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, 

restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few persons nearest us. Our 
task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circles of compassion to 

embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature in its beauty.” ― Albert Einstein 
 

Once it is deemed safe to do so, details of forthcoming meetings 
will be published.  Until then, make the most of your garden this 
summer, whether you are growing vegetables or flowers, weeding 
or pruning, or just relaxing with a cup of tea or glass of wine - 
Enjoy!! 
For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 
 

 
 
 

Wanderbus 
 
 
In light of the current epidemic Wanderbus services are currently suspended.  The 
Wanderbus team will continue to review the situation over the coming weeks. 
 

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

 
In light of the epidemic social distancing advice, public running days at the miniature railway 
are postponed and we will publish further information in future editions of The Meppershall 
Messenger.  Please refer to www.bedfordmes.co.uk. 

  

http://www.wardenvineyard.org.uk/
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Mid Beds Cancer Support Group 
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Useful Contact Details in Meppershall 
 

DEFIBRILLATORS – outside School and Post Office/Village Stores 

 

DOCTORS, DENTISTS, PHARMACIES 

NHS Direct        111 

Dr Cakebread & Ptrs 

Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive, Shefford SG17 5FS 

Appointments         01462 810034 

General queries, prescriptions etc.    01462 818620 

Drs. Collins, Garragher and Neal 

109 Station Rd Lower Stondon SG16 6JJ   01462 850305  

Shefford Dental Practice, 34 High St Shefford  01462 814020 

Shams Moopen Dental  99 Hitchin Road, SG17 5JB 01462 648465 

Lloyds Chemists, 7 High St Shefford   01462 813283 

Shefford Pharmacy  

Shefford Health Centre, Robert Lucas Drive   01462 818633  

 

Police         Emergency 999, non-emergency 101 

Report crime online at www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report  

 

Hospitals 

Bedford Hospital       01234 355122 

Lister Hospital, Stevenage      01438 314333 

 

Utilities 

Gas Emergency       0800 111999 

Anglian Water       03457 145145 

Electrical (power cuts, overhead cable down etc) 0800 838838 

 

Central Beds Council      0300 300 8301 

CBC councillors:  

Tony Brown  anthony.brown@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Mark Liddiard  mark.liddiard@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Meppershall Parish Council 

http://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report
mailto:anthony.brown@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:mark.liddiard@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council Clerk Alessandre Marabese  clerk@meppershall.org 
 
Member of Parliament 
Nadine Dorries MP               dorriesn@parliament.uk 
 
St Marys Church 
Rev. Veronica Goodman, The Rectory, Church Road 01462 339962 
(see the church section of The Meppershall Messenger for full details) 
 
Library 
High St, Shefford      0300 300 8067 
Opening times:  Tues - Fri 9am – 6pm,   Sat 9am – 4pm, closed Mon & Sun 
 
Whitbread Wanderbus Service 
Stephanie Kirby                 thewanderbus@gmail.com 
 
Shops 
Village Stores, newspapers, Post Office, High Street  01462 811252 
Rogers Bakery, High Street      01462 813398 
Mobile Fish & Chips, Tuesdays 3.30 -7.00, Sugar Loaf car park  
 
Schools 
Meppershall Academy, High Street    01462 813293 
Meppershall Pre School (Village Hall) Tamsin Osborn 07816 357159 
meppershallps@gmail.com 
Robert Bloomfield Academy, Shefford   01462 628800 
Samuel Whitbread Academy, Shefford   01462 629900 
Etonbury Academy, Stotfold    01462 730391 
Henlow Academy      01462 813733 
Redborne Upper School, Ampthill    01525 404462 
 
Organisations 
Meppershall Players  Karen Mitchell    01462 816366 
Meppershall Good Neighbours (GNOMES)   07760 793921 
Meppershall Brownies, Suzanne Brightwell  07817 392325 
Shefford Guides, Angie Griffiths     07957 462519 
Shefford Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers) 
Kathy Georgiou       01462 629313  

mailto:clerk@meppershall.org
mailto:dorriesn@parliament.uk
mailto:meppershallps@gmail.com
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The Team and Collation Dates 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices. 
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but handwritten 
contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the Village Stores. Contributions 
should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should be 
received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the end of that 
month.  Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will 
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 
this magazine. 
 
THE TEAM 

Joint Editors James Read & 
Mick Ridley 

Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com  

Assistant Editor Vacancy   
Advertising Andrew Pain  

 
26 Fildyke Road 
andrewgpain@hotmail.com    

      07875 580069 

Distribution Colette House 90 Fildyke Road                      07831 111062 / 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397  
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org   

 
 

Collating Dates 2020-21 
August-Sept Issue  July 27th Dec-Jan Issue Nov 30th 
October Issue Sept 28th  February Issue Jan 25th 
November Issue October 26th March Issue March 29th 

Please contact Colette to confirm arrangements 
(contact information above). 

 

Please note that dates in the above table USUALLY show when collating will 
take place, at 2.30pm in the Sugar Loaf, for the corresponding month, displayed 
to the left. The issue being collated usually relates to the following month. 
However during the coronavirus social distancing measures, our collation 
procedures have changed and we will review our plans for the printed magazine 
in line with government guidance. 

mailto:andrewgpain@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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